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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Father Matta continues his meditations on the
Gospel of St John. Enjoy! Note: All quotations are
taken from the New King James Version, if not
otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 56
“And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them”
(John 17:10).

”HE unitary exchange between the Father and the Son is an identicality and a

I concordance; all that belongs to the Father belongs also to Christ. This is very new

to our minds, for that which is the Father’s is the reign over heaven and earth, all

creation in heaven and on earth, time and all the ages, and the destiny of man as well as

his domain, and that nothing is hidden from Him. This is precisely the Son’s reign. For
the Father and the Son are One in being, dominion and work.

As for Christ’s being glorified in us, it is the honor of the wretched humanity that
was once driven out from before the face of God. Thus, its dignity returned to it.
Christ’s statement “I am glorified in them”, even though does not add to Christ, yet it is
the ultimate honor to man, and an increase that is not of his roots nor his substance. For
his original matter was dust and his original end was dust. How the dust could bring
about the glory of Christ is the mystery of mysteries, which nothing unravels except that
Christ became man through the incarnation and remained God with the fullness of
divinity being in Him. The truth of the matter is that humanity is the one that was
glorified in Him and by Him. However, when He performed in us the “purging of our
sins,” our tongue bound was loosened, and man began to praise and glorify Him who
saved him from the shame of sin, and untied him from the devil’s grasp, and raised him
up from the body to sit with Christ in heaven. Thus, this in itself became a glorification
for Christ in us, and what He says has come true: “and T am glorified in them”.

Therefore, brethren, the call is right to “glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s.” For everything good that you own is a loan borrowed from what is
Christ’s. For Christ, out of His love and extreme humility, has given us Himself and all
that is His, even His divine inheritance in heaven, making us partakers of it since He

! Hebrews 1:3.
2 1 Corinthians 6:20.



lives in us and we in Him. Therefore, all that is the Father’s has become the Son’s, and
all that is the Son’s became ours; thus, we have reigned in God just as God has reigned
over us. So Christ’s word was fulfilled, which is beyond mystery and glory, and which
was repeated due to its seriousness, or more importantly its importance, “I in them, and
You [Father] in Me,” thus, we are completed into one!!! Which “one”?! Nevertheless,
since the divinity united with the humanity in Christ, in other words God united with
man, the miracle which surpasses man’s imagination was fulfilled. In like manner are all
of God’s works! For after His Son was incarnated, in whose body was the fullness of
divinity, we became filled by Him and in Him,* and man entered into the awesome unity
with God. The wonderful thing is, out of Christ’s humility that puts us to shame. He
says, “l am glorified in them.” This is a saying at which were shaken generations of
people who had been living satisfied with their carnal nature, eating and dying without
realizing what is hidden for them in the fullness of ages. Nevertheless, the very first sign
which created the divine vocation of the whole man, is God’s saying during the creation
of the first man walking on earth, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness.” Thus, heaven recorded what belongs to man in God, and the word of God
was kept in the treasuries of times and generations, until it suddenly appeared in the
fullness of its meaning and structure, having been in the past a mystery which neither a
messenger nor a prophet could solve, until Christ was born in Bethlehem, and the Child
was called “the Holy One of the Highest!!1°

December 29, 2005

% John 17:23.

* Cf Col 2:9-10.
® Genesis 1:26.

® Luke 1:32, 35.

Chapter 57
“Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me,
that they may be one as We are”
(John 17:11).

(C/ HRIST’S inheritance, which remained for us throughout the ages following
\_J the cross, is His prayer “Keep [them] through Your name.” The name of the
Father signifies His being. Thus, the Father became the keeper of the humanity
that believed in Christ, all throughout the past ages until this day. Christ, as He
said, kept His own as a hen protects her chicks under her wings: “While | was
with them in the world, | kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me |
have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled.”

1John 17:12.



Christ looked after His disciples. The strange and incredible point is for Him
to say that He kept them through the name of the Father. To that extent did
Christ live every day, holding fast to the Father’s name. We record for Him this
wonderful gesture, from which distinctly appears the extent of Christ’s union
with the heavenly Father. For He lived daily with all of His disciples under the
shadow of the Almighty who is in heaven as a source of protection, care and
inspiration. His disciples moved by Him and before Him, they spoke by His
mouth and spoke His words, they worked miracles and wonders in His name and
by His power unto the end, when they handed over what was committed to them
and passed to heaven, telling the Father of what they did in His name.

Here, Christ hands over what was committed to Him to the hand of the Father
right before going to Him: “Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom
You have given Me, that they may be one as We are”!!! Christ, hereby, seeks for
His disciples the same unity that united Himself with the Father: “that they may
be one as We are[the Father and the Son]”. This is Christ’s legacy on earth,
which He delivered to the hand of the Father to look after, just as Christ had
looked after it, and more than that.

Certainly, humanity kept going forward, for two thousand years and until
now, driven by the power of Christ’s invocation to the Father under the cover of
the Father directly.

Christ is seeking for humanity the mystical unity that is the Father’s and the
Son’s, which the world failed to recognize and apply, until humanity became
shattered, not only within nations, but also within homes, families and churches.
Evidently, man failed to keep his unity within the family, in society and in the
nations. And the enemy of goodness was able to stir up nations against each
other, as well as families wherein are members of the same family. Nay, the
fathers are separated from their sons, and the mothers from their daughters. Satan
assumed the care of man! Thus, the plea is raised before God to take over the
fate of man, who escaped the hands of the families and the governments, every
man walking on his head instead of his feet, not knowing his creator, mocking
fatherhood and motherhood, and praising the freedom of the devil who assumed
his care during these years which are eaten by the locusts.

Churches failed to unite man with man. Mothers failed at disciplining their
daughters and men at disciplining their sons. Satan took over the care of the
family and society. Now it is hard it is for rationality to return and for goodness
and piety to rule, which, in the sight of men, became a commodity that is, not
only old, but more so trampled underfoot.

Thus, the father abandoned his sons to raise themselves, and mothers their
daughters to the streets to teach them vainglory and immorality, and the name of



God became very scarce. Churches became devoid of those who pray in them in
order for movie theaters and playhouses to be filled, as well as witchcraft and
perversion.

So, we lift up our eyes, hands and hearts to Him who is able to have mercy on
the world that became corrupt and is in need of one who reforms, disciplines and
teaches. In hope that the word of God may return as powerful as before,
sounding in the churches, meetings and fellowships, in order for man to return to
his senses and seek his salvation.

December 29, 2005

Chapter 58
“I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world”
(John 17:14).

(C/ HRIST used to speak the words of the Father, and so, His words did not rest
"~/ except in the hearts of those chosen by the Father to be witnesses and
proclaimers of His name. Thus, the word was strengthened in the hearts of those
who heard, recognized, and loved it. His word still rings throughout all the world,
nevertheless, no one receives it with acceptance and joy except those appointed to
eternal life," who are the salt of the earth and the light of the world.? For the world is
kept to this day by the word, the word of God which revives the hearts and supports
the feeble. Despite how scarce and very dear the word of God has become today, the
world is still kept by the word of God, no matter how scarce it became, for it is like a
living root, wherever it finds water it recuperates and brings forth life. For not all of
the countries of the world have come out of the fold of grace and God, as there
remain countries, families and individuals who continually meditate in the Bible,
and the living word of God is in their mouths, conquering the hearts of many and
refreshing souls whose hearts still beat with life.

As the world is contrary to that, it continues to despise the owners of the
Name and those who speak the word, because they are enlightened, shining with
the word in the darkness of the world which is rejected and veiled from the eyes
of God. No wonder Christ was rejected by all the sons of Belial, the lovers of
darkness and fornication.

Still, the word of God has ears that long for it, mouths that sing it, and souls
that the Holy Spirit has sealed to be kept pure for God, which charm in the eyes

! Acts 13:48.
2 Matthew 5:13,14.



of those who love the word and are passionate about it. Even though the world
hates them, nevertheless, they bless, love and are patient, always waiting for help
from above, driven by the words of grace as a fuel for the everlasting life.

The words that Christ offered still ring throughout all ages in the ears of those
that adjusted the gospel’s tune on the strings of their hearts, while reiterating,
with both speech and beautiful song, that which comes out of their heart that is
charged with the grace of the gospel. Thus, in the face of the world’s hatred to
the word which reproves their works, Christ offers them patience and
enlightenment to speak of the glory of God and His grace with strength and
determination; for the light shines from their minds and hearts in undisputable
strength supporting those who are weak and raising those who are cast down by
the enemy’s blows, and glorifying God who continues to uphold many, that they
may finish the race and keep that which is committed to their trust.

Despite the fact that those who are not of the world became prey for the
enemy to torture them, God’s promise remains standing and working, delighting
their hearts, and inspiring them with patience, showing them the way and
revealing to them that those who are with them are more than those who are
against them.® They sing of God’s favor and grace, which kept them in the midst
of the world’s fiery furnace, like the saintly young men whom king Nebuchad-
nezzar threw in the fiery furnace, so that when the king went to watch them, he
found them walking in the midst of the fire, praising with a sweet-sounding song
the name of God and His grace.*

So, hello to the world of the fiery furnace of the three young men, for we are their
heirs in the name of Christ and His strength. We will be strolling and singing while the
world is burning, and we will witness to Him who kept us until this day in a fallen
world while we breathe in heaven’s dew and the fragrance of Christ.

The secret to our protection, patience and richness, is the name of Christ with
which our hearts were sealed. He who despises the truth can no longer overpower
us, for we are stronger than mighty Goliath, and the sword of the Spirit is in our
hand and heart. We humble ourselves until we are able, to cut with it the head of
evil and the evil one. We shout in the name of the living God who strengthens our
hearts and arms, that we may fight the Lord’s battle, having no enemy, as the
world despised us unjustly and falsely. Nevertheless, we are patient toward the
hatred until He comes, who will have mercy before He judges, so that we breathe
by Christ and call on the name of the Lord.

December 29, 2005

® See 2 Kings 6:16,17.
* Daniel 3 (Second Canonical Books — The Third Canticle).



St Macarius the Great
The Holy Spirit,
the Enlightened Garment of Salvation

Let us earnestly strive, therefore, with unwavering faith, beseeching the Lord to
obtain the promise of the Spirit, which is the life-giving of the soul. For if this beggar,
for the sake of bodily bread, feels no shame in knocking at a door and asking ... and
does not depart until he receives, even if driven away; how much more ought we, who
seek to receive the true and heavenly bread to strengthen our soul, to be patient always,
and to knock at the spiritual door of God tirelessly and persistently, with faith and love,
and to ask with all endurance to be deemed worthy of eternal life. ... Let us approach
Him, then, the spiritual door, and knock, that He may open to us, ... saying to Him:
Grant me, Lord, the garment of the light of salvation, ... for I am naked, stripped of the
power of Your Spirit, and shamefully disgraced by my passions. And if He says to
you: You had a garment, what have you done with it? Answer, saying: | fell among
robbers, and they stripped me, left me half-dead, ... For the God who promised is

faithful, and may He grant our requests. Glory be to His goodness.
Collection 111, Homily 16, 7, 8.
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