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(2) Chrysostom, On the Epistle to the Hebrews 4:14, NPNF 1 14:400.
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(3) Chrysostom, On the Epistle to the Hebrews 11:3, NPNF 1 14: 419.
(4) Eusebius of Caesarea, Proof of the Gospel 1,4,16.
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(5) Origen, Homilies on Leviticus 4:10 ,3-5 FC 83: 1 96-97.
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(6) Isaac of Nineveh, Ascetical Homilies 77 382.
(7) Ambrose, On the Christian Faith 2.2 102, NPNF 2 10:237.
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(8) Augustin, Explanations of the Psalms 109,7 CCL 40:1606-7.
(9) Gregory of Nyssa, Against Eunomius 5, NPNF 25: 177 — 78.
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(2) F.J. Sheed and Ward, Theology and sanity, New York, 1946.
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(Annals of the Faculty of Arts/Ain Shams University, XXXV/3, Cairo (2007), pp. 499-546, pls. 1-20).
(2) J. Drescher, “St. Menas' Camels once More”, BSAC 7, (1941), pp.19-32.
(3) Sherin Sadek EI Gendi, "Saint Mina Monastery in Arabic Sources", in: Christianity and
Monasticism in Northern Egypt, (ed.) by G. Gabra & H.N. Takla, American University Press,
Cairo-New York, 2017, pp.21-32.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

We here continue Father Matta’s meditations on the
Gospel of St John, Enjoy! Note: All quotations are
taken from the New King James Version, if not
otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 54
“l have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me
out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me,

and they have kept Your word”
(John 17:6).

C/ HRIST, blessed be His name, never ceased to overtly reveal that the Father
\_J was the One who sent Him.! The Father was He who gave Him the words
which He speaks,? and the One who did the works by Christ and in Christ.® The
Father is the One who has for us many mansions in which Christ will go to
prepare a place for us,* and the Father Himself loves us.® Thus, the Father’s
name was the fullness of Christ’s life, mind, and mouth.

The Father was the beginning and the conclusion of Christ’s preaching. So,
with this rapport, Christ comes forth to the Father, as One who has fulfilled the
call and command, clothing man with the garment of Sonship which is His. From
the mysteries of Christ that He reveals, is that all who believed in Christ and
entered His sheepfold were previously called by the Father, deemed to be the
Father’s, and the Father commanded them to follow Christ: “They were Yours,
You gave them to Me.”

All this was happening secretly beyond our senses and knowledge. For what
we presumed was that we were Christ’s, and Christ gave us to the Father. All of

1 John 5:30, 36, 37; 6:39, 44, 57; 7:29, 18; 8:16; 12:49; 14:24; 17:8.
2 John 14:10, 24.

3 John 5:36, 14:10.

4 John 14:2.

5 John 16:27.



this reveals the depth of Christ’s humility and His denial of any merit belonging
to Him. As for us, we glory in that we belonged to the Father’s account, and the
Father gave us to the Son, as if we were a nursing child carried from bosom to
bosom. Therefore, we became truly indebted to the love of the Father as well as
the love of Christ: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”®

Christ always urged us to keep His commandments, that in keeping them we may
have life, for His words are reviving. But now, Christ reveals to us suddenly that the
commandments and all the words of the Bible are the Father’s which He gave to
Christ to say and do! In fact, keeping them was through a hidden push from the Father
by the Spirit. Christ hereby empties Himself of the source of the word and every
commandment, for all these the Father has done and spoken to Christ for the Father to
be glorified through Christ. Thus, it was Christ’s full right to say to the Father, “I have
glorified You on the earth,”” and based on that, He requested that the Father glorify
Him with the glory which He had before the world was.®

Here, with Christ’s words to the Father, we feel the depth of the strong
connection between the Father and the Son, and Christ had every right to say “I
am in the Father, and the Father [is] in Me,”® and “I and the Father are one,”°
and that the Father is the one who says and does the works. When Christ used to
dispute with the different ranks of the Jews, He used to say, “for the works which
the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that | do—bear witness of
Me, that the Father has sent Me,”!! and that “I came forth from the Father and
have come into the world. Again, | leave the world and go to the Father,”*? and
“If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have
no sin.”*® More so, He says “But now [after all these works] they have no excuse
for their sin.”** All this defense was based on the fact that the Father was the one
who did these works, with which He inspired the Son. Christ proclaimed clearly
that the works are not Mine, but that He who sent Me is the one who does these
works.®®

6 John 3:16.
7 John 17:4.
8 John 17:5.
9 John 14:10.
10 John 10:30.
11 John 5:36.
12 John 16:28.
13 John 15:24.
14 John 15:22.
15 John 14:10.



Christ truly revealed the name of the Father for all people and He glorified
God in every word and task. He attributed everything to the Father, for which the
whole Bible witnesses. We all concluded from studying the Bible that all that
was said in it is from the mouth of Christ, but it is the Father’s word and His
work. It is impossible for any expert in the whole world to be able to separate the
words of Christ from the words of the Father, the work of Christ from that of the
Father, or the glory of Christ from the glory of the Father.

December 28, 2005
Chapter 55
“For | have given to them the words which You have given Me; and
they have received them, and have known surely that | came forth
from You; and they have believed that You sent Me”

(John 17:8).

C/ HRIST here reveals very clearly and succinctly that all He has said was
\J drawn from the Father, and that He conveyed it to the disciples and to the
whole world word by word, giving them what the Father had given Him. Christ
then explains the mystery of His coming to the world, that He came forth from
the Father. This was confirmed by His constant assertion, and it became for His
disciples and then for the whole world (in other words all who believe in Christ),
an absolute matter, namely that Christ came forth from the Father. Thus, they
believed that He truly was sent from the Father. All of this became part of the
dogma of those who believe in Christ, and who recognized the Father’s great
role in passing on the message of salvation and redemption to man.

If the unity of the teaching and work between the Father and the Son, which
Christ fulfilled, was revealed to us, we would understand very clearly that God
the Father and the Son took part together, in one divinity, to fulfill our salvation,
redemption, and our preparation to become worthy to enter the kingdom of
heaven, that is eternal life.

When Christ says, speaking with the Father, that “I have given to them the
words which You have given Me,” He emphasizes that the Father speaks in the
Son, and the Son speaks by the Spirit the words that became the way to salvation
which was planned between the Father and the Son for man’s account. This
makes the bible, which we inherited from Christ through the apostles who wrote
the gospels and the letters, become the doctrine of faith in Christ and the Father
for the new covenant.

With this unity between the Father and the Son, we attained, through living
faith in the Father and the Son, the partaking of what is the Father’s and the



Son’s. This communion extended to the inner depths of the believer to reach the
secret unity in the Father and the Son: “l in them, and You in Me; that they may
be made perfect in one.” Is not this the wonder of the Christian faith, which
renders us in mystical unity with the Father and the Son? “Lord, who has
believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?””? Yet
to us, we are considered to be in the Father and the Son, so that we are no longer
many but one! The glory of the Father and the Son was spread upon us, that it
swallowed us up in itself. Thus, we are no longer humiliated human beings under
the threat of death, but rather counted as members of the Father’s household,
prepared for the inheritance of heaven. Who would believe this?

However, this is the work of the Father that He did in the Son for us, to join
us to His own, that we may become partakers of the glory of the Father and the
Son.

Oh, the wonder of the fallen man! He had been driven out from before God’s
face, and delivered to the dust of the earth to live and die underneath it, to
become in the fullness of the time of divine enmity and separation, which joined
man and animal, to die its death and be buried its burial. Nevertheless, contrary
to animals, he resurrects to ascend with the Son of God as a companion of the
resurrection and a life partner, and sit as a god at the right hand of the throne of
God in Christ,®> who conferred upon him this privilege which is unfathomable to
any mind or comprehension, and let him into His kingdom in His company and
in Him for the inheritance of eternal life in the Only-begotten Son’s inheritance.

Who would believe this report of ours, and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed, which raised us up in this manner from the dust and from
underneath it to the highest heavens. With whom? With Christ, the only-begotten,
beloved Son of God, who emanated on us, from His Sonship to God and from His
divinity, eternal life which is the life of the Father and the Son. Hear and be
exceedingly glad, for man has become one with the Father and the Son: “as You,
Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in Us... | in them, and
You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one.”™

December 28, 2005

Trr

1 John 17:23.
2 John 12:38.
% Revelation 3:2.
4John 17:21, 23.



St Macarius the Great
When the Lord Ascended,
He Engraved His Divine Image in Us

The Lord, the second Adam, alone was found from the race of Adam (able) to
give His own body on behalf of the entire human race. He received authority,
kingship, and dominion, and He abolished every tyrannical power of
wickedness. He triumphed over “the rulers and the authorities,” having “nailed
them to the cross” (Col 2:15, 14). [...] Having ascended, He sat in the heavens,
worshiped by all—*“those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth” (Phil 2:10).
And thus, henceforth, [...] to the souls who seek Him, who submit to Him,
and who desire to be ruled by Him, He sends from above His own radiant and
divine image of the Spirit—the heavenly man—so that, when it is imprinted
and mingled within them, they may find peace, rejoice, and exult with
“inexpressible joy” (1Pet 1:8). [...] Therefore, let us also beseech the Lord
that we may obtain the heavenly gift of the Spirit.

Collection 111, Homily 19.

&k 100 dyiov Moxopiov
‘O kvprog, 6 devTepOg AdAp, £k ToD Yévoug Adap LOVOG e0pEdn kal EdwKE TO
£00TOD AU VTEP TAVTOG YEVOLC TV AvOpdTeVv Kal EAafe Ty é€ovoiay Kol
v Pactreiov kal TV dvvacTeioy Kol GvipNoe TAGHY TUPAVVIKTY SVVOLULY
TG movnpiag kol "tag apydg kai tag E&ovaiag” £0prappevoe "tpoonimcog”
avTog "1 oTtawp@®", [ . ..] avedBav EkdBicey v 0DPaVOIg TPOCKVVODEVOG VIO
Tavtev IOV "ovpaviov Kol Entyeiov kal kotayboviov", kai obtm Aowmov [...]
Toic {nrovcaig avTOV Wuyois Kol DTOTAGCOUEVOLS OVTY Kol VT’ avTod
Baoilevesbon €mbopovoaig, Gvobev AmocTEAAEL TV £0TOD QOTEWVNY Kol
Ogiav 10D Tveduatog gikova, TOV Emovpaviov dvOpmmov, tva EvivTmBévtog Kol
kpobévtog &v avTaig gipnvevmot Kol yaipmot Kol ayoAl@dvTol dyaAAdoet
"dvekhalto".[...] Hopoxodécopey ovv koi HUEG TOV Kplov, STmg THX®UEY
g émovpaviov dmwpedg ToD TVELLATOC.
SC 273, p. 230-232.
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