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Father Matta El-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Let us continue with Father Matta’s search for new
thoughts in the Gospel of St John, adding to the
previous issues. Note: All quotations are taken from
the New King James Version, if not otherwise
mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 52
“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself,

with the glory which | had with You before the world was”
(John 17:5).

(C/ HRIST is not asking for a new state for Himself, rather this was His
J state with the glory which He had before the inception of the world.
From the critical mysteries of Christ was what came incidentally in the
Bible, that Christ suffered many times after the world was made. How and
why, the Book has concealed its meaning and interpretation. But maybe,
according to the abjectness of our knowledge, the fate of Christ was the
same as the fate of man. When the world was created, and man in the
world, before the cross, was transgressing against God, this used to hurt
Christ, with agony following another, numerous times, as many times as
the sins of man and His wandering away from God. Until Christ came
down, being sent by the Father, to carry the sentence of man before God.
And it seems that the glory of Christ that He had before the world was,
man had ill-treated with his transgressions and blasphemies against God.
Though God was being patient with him for the sake of Christ, until the
time came and the hour of salvation arrived and God sent His Son to the
world.

“He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the
world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”! Thus, Christ now, after He has fulfilled
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the sacrifice of Himself to carry all of the sins of man once upon the cross,
would have fulfilled all of God’s purpose and work which He asked the
Son to do, and so He did. After He fulfilled it, He pleaded with the Father
to return to Him the full glory which He had from the foundation of the
world.

Here is the end of Christ’s sufferings through the fulfillment of every
work of God. By this, He seeks the glory that was His before the
foundation of the world!!! The sufferings of Christ are not dear to the
Father only, but they are also our life, pride and glory. If it were not for
Christ’s passion our sins would not have been forgiven, and we would not
have been worthy to appear before the Father “holy and without blame ...
in [the] love”? of Christ. Moreover it would not have been possible for us
to attain adoption,® neither would the great and glorious promises of God
be fulfilled.* For the sufferings of Christ are truly our glory and the
entitlement of our entry to His kingdom.

For Christ to resolve before the Father that “l have finished the work
which You have given Me to do”, is the ultimate finale of the greatness of
salvation that was fulfilled, and the ransom which was able to unravel the
wrath of God. For on the day that Christ fulfilled the work of God for us,
the case for our salvation and forgiveness of our sins was also fulfilled.
We were reconciled with the Father, we became worthy “to enter the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus [Christ]”,® to find for ourselves immortal,
“eternal redemption”® before the Father.

Thus, the work of the Father, which He appointed to the Son, is our
work and is for us. Through it we passed from death to life, and inherited
the glory of the Son stored for Him in heaven, and the gates of eternal life
were opened before us without question, certificates, or the help of any
other guarantor. Rather we are met over there as chosen children of God,
who Christ pledged with His life, and who won the love of the Father and
His mercy.
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Chapter 53
“For the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and
have believed that I came forth from God”
(John 16:27).

(C/ HRIST’S final prayer was a plea to the Father to love us just as the Father
~J loved Him.! Here, Christ confirms to us that we became beloved to the
Father: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.”?

St Paul reveals to us here the mystery of the Father’s love to us, that it is
because of our love to His Son Jesus Christ, and our faith that God the Father has
sent Him to us to save us, redeem us and restore us to our first status. By that,
Christ joined for us our love for the Father and our love for Jesus Christ.
Through the fulfillment of our love for the Father and the Son, we became
eligible for the inheritance of Christ in the Father, where everlasting life is
revealed now and is open for us at the end of our pilgrimage on earth, and at the
coming of Christ to take us to the Father.

The love of the Father is the ultimate satisfaction of the Father for us. This is
so especially after a discordance that lasted over all of the past ages, which man
had spent estranged from God and from His love, shedding tears without
measure, moaning from the devil’s slavery and the evil world’s scorn. Now,
however, with Christ’s coming and the fulfillment of our reconciliation with the
Father through the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross, the Father began
receiving us when we go to Him to wipe away the tears from our eyes, flood us
with His love and pleasure, and receive the chosen of us with the “members of
the household of God.”®

We now love and are loved by the Father and the Son, by which we became
worthy to be sons of the kingdom of the Father and the Son, where we become
true partners with Christ and the Father, inheriting the inheritance of Christ in the
Father. From now on, we rejoice with our heavenly share that is ineffable, even
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though we must be grieved for a little while for our patience and endurance to be
tested,* so that if we succeed at enduring the sadness and trials of life because of
the name of Christ, we would be made worthy for the saying, “Enter into the joy
of your Lord.” Inasmuch as the sufferings of this age, and life’s trials in His
name in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,® God the Father will
have had prepared for us the “good part, which will not be taken away from” us.’

The love of the Father proclaims a life of glory that is incomparable, for it is
as Christ said, “all things have been delivered to Me,”® all that is in heaven and
on earth. Of all that, the beloved of Christ will be a partaker, just as in His
sufferings, so in His glory. To the extent that, out of the greatness of Christ’s
love for us, which is a pure and strong love from a heart that is compassionate, a
thousand fold more than a mother’s heart toward her nursing baby. He asked the
Father in His last prayer to bring us to His kingdom with Christ, to behold His
glory which God has given Him.® These are feelings of a Brother and a Beloved
to a loved one.

In such manner has Christ bound us with His love, gentleness and
compassion. Not only on earth but also in what He has prepared for us in heaven,
that we may become the dearest of God’s creation, and the children of the love
of the Father and the Son, being caressed as a nursing child on his mother’s
breast. Thus, He will recompense us for the cruelty of this age in which we live
estranged from our heavenly home. He will give us abundantly from His
gentleness so that we forget the days of estrangement, dryness and alienation
from Him who loves us. In those days we were tormented and humiliated under
the oppression of time and trials, and the hatred of the world and the children of
the world. Those made us forget that we have a compassionate bosom in heaven
which waits for us to overflow us with His compassion, and recompense us for
the years that the locust has eaten, in which we became bare before our enemy
and fell short of the glory of God.
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Origen of Alexandria
Let us beware lest we crown Jesus with our thorns

The sins committed against Jesus are a part of the gospel for the accusation of those
who have committed them (...) The mockery of those who crowned him with thorns,
and the things like these have been included in the Gospels. Consequently, we should
understand that everyone who betrays Jesus’ disciples has been reckoned a betrayer
of Jesus. Therefore, [he said] to Saul while he was still a persecutor, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?” And, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” But who are
those who have the thorns with which they crown Jesus to dishonor him? Those who
have received the Word of God and “yield no fruit,” because they are choked “by the
cares and riches and pleasures of life.” For this reason we must beware lest perhaps
we too, as though crowning Jesus with our own thorns, be recorded to be like these
and be read about by all spiritual or holy persons, who learn the Jesus who is in and
with all, how he is anointed with ointment, entertained, and glorified, or, on the
contrary, how he is dishonored, mocked, and beaten.

Comm. on John, tr. Ronald Heine (slighty modified according to the Greek),
FC 80, p. 48.

éx tov Qpryévove
Mépog €oti ToD gvayyeliov gig katnyopiov TV Tpadviov td €i¢ Incodv
apoptavopeva (...) Ot éumorypol TdV a0Tov T AKAVOY 6TEQAVOCAVT®OV Kol
TO TOVTOIS TOPOTANGLO EYKOTATETOKTOL TOIG €vayyeliolg. Axoiovbov o
T0UT01G 0Tl voficat 8Tt mdig 6 T®V Incod mpoddtng Incod mpoddTng etvor
redoyiotar. TIpog yodv tov &t Sidkova Tadlov <eimev>: "ZaovA, TaoOA, Ti
pe dunkeg"; kai ""Eyd ey ‘Inocodg, v ov dunkelg". Tiveg 6€ 10 dkavOog
&yovoy, aig tov Incodv drpalovieg otepavodotv; O "D peptuvdy Koi
mAoOToV Kol Ndov@V Tod Plov" cupmviyduevotl Aafovieg Tov Adyov 100 Beod
"0o0 teEAecpopobov". AdTEP LAOKTEOV UNTOTE Kol MUES, O¢ Toic idiong
axévBolg  otepavodvieg  Tov  Incodv,  dvaypoa@opevolr  tolodTol
avaywookouedo mapd tolg Tov v maol Koi Topd Tiol AOYKoic §| ayiolg
‘Incodv pavbavoveot, tiva te Tpdémov Popw areipetor kol dewmvifetarl Kol
do&aletar 1j €k T@OV évavtiov drudletor kol éumaileton Kol TOTTETAL.
SC 120, p. 95-97.
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