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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Dear reader, the Gospel of St John has been a source of
meditations for many church fathers and scholars. Here,
Father Matta reflects on famous quotes from John 17, the
prayer Christ Jesus uttered before His crucifixion. Enjoy!
Note: All quotations are taken from the New King James
Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

VVolume Four
Chapter 50
“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent”
(John 17:3).

C/HRIST DECIDES IN HIS FINAL PRAYER that the knowledge of the Father and the
_JSon is the reality of eternal life. Moreover, that faith in the Father and the
Son is the ascending path that prepares the man of God for entrance to eternal
life which is the summation of the whole Bible. The knowledge of the Father and
the Son comes about through open-mindedness, which is the main asset of the
righteous Christian, and it is fulfilled through the light of the word of the gospel
and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit of God. True knowledge of the Father
and the Son is based on the essence of love, since Christ states, “I have declared
to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me
may be in them, and I in them.” He said this verse of live revelation, as the final
thing He uncovered from the mystery of love and knowledge!!!

For knowledge and love are twins from God. The former leads to the latter,
and the latter to the former, with the two being a heavenly inheritance we
inherited from the mouth of Christ and from His Holy Spirit. It is obvious that
the knowledge of the name of the Father cracked the code of faith, the
knowledge of the name of Christ is what opened to us the door to the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Thus the two became the inheritance of man by the grace of
God. So, who would know Christ and not love Him? Rather, who would know
the name of the Father and not reach the ultimate love of the Father and the Son?

1 John 17:26.



We are taken by the love of the Father and the Son, and we do not own of the
world anything but that affection. For the world will pass away, and with that
passes away everyone who loved the world and wasted his life for it. As for us,
we renounced the world and loved the Father and the Son with a silent affection
that burns in our core, which we kept from the world until the Father and the Son
reveal it in heaven. For the reader to trust in what we say, let him focus his sight
and open the eyes of his heart, and read what Jesus Himself wrote: “I have
declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You
loved Me may be in them, and | in them.” Here, Christ adds another of His
hidden mysteries when He says, “that the love with which You loved Me may be
in them, and | in them.” For it is impossible for the love of the Father to be
present without the presence of Christ. For the presence of the love of the Father
signifies His presence, that is the presence of the Father, and the presence of the
Father is impossible to happen without the presence of Christ.

Therefore, it is not knowledge of a name belonging to the Father and the Son,
rather it is their true presence. This means that knowledge and love are the pledge of
being! Thus, the knowledge of the Father’s name that Christ seeks is in and of itself
the revelation of His being; for it is not like the knowledge of the things of the world.
Rather, the knowledge of the Father and the Son signifies their presence and
essentially their revelation. For knowledge in its essence is revelation of a truth.

Hence why Christ affirmed that He is the Truth and the Life, since truth is a
revelation and life is a presence. He who believes in Christ has attained His
presence and His life, and has sprung with Christ’s life that is in him to eternal
life that is for Him.

Christ was right when He said, “And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” Here, Christ
joins together “the knowledge of the Father and the Son,” so that it becomes
the eternal life.

This is true because eternal life is the life of the Father and the Son, before the
ages for Scripture states about Christ being “the Alpha and the Omega.”” The
Father and the Son are one in the divine essence that does not separate. So the
Father sent the Son to the world to acquaint the world with the Father. Christ
always says, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father,”*and that “| and My
Father are one.”® Thus, Christ’s fundamental duty was the revelation of the
Father to the world, that the Father may be glorified by the Son. The Father also

2 Revelation 22:13.
3 John 14:9.
# John 10:30.



glorified the Son, “I have both glorified and will glorify again,”® which was the
answer of the Father to Christ who said, “O Father, glorify Me together with
Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”®

O, the joy of the one who has become a partaker in the glory of Christ and the
Father, since he has been worthy of eternal life with God!
December 28, 2005

® John 12:28.
® John 17:5.
Chapter 51
“I have finished the work which You have given Me to do”
(John 17:4).

(O what a great and blessed mission, the greatest mission that God has set
yp after the first creation of heaven and earth, which the devil wrought havoc
on, spoilt, enslaved man and humiliated him.

The first work that Christ did in His mission was that He wrestled with the
devil during the temptation on the mountain, which was a preamble to
triumphing over him on the cross. Thus, the devil vanished from the world and
Christ started revealing the kingdom of heaven and the great new life to man.
Christ started the new covenant by the sermon on the mountain, which is in the
beginning of the gospel of Saint Matthew the apostle, and which came as the
new constitution for man’s new life. After that, He started expounding to man his
new life’s manner, which the Bible contains, be it within the four gospels, or in
all the epistles that He inspired to each apostle by his name after He confirmed
them with His Holy Spirit.

The life of Christ was entirely work. His mouth did not cease from enlivening
words with which He filled the whole of man’s heart and mind. He gradually
revealed the mystery of God who is in Him, and the mystery of the Father who
sent Him. Thus, it was a life that filled all of life, before which neither prophet
nor teacher carried to us what Christ did. Neither, the greatest works of all of the
previous prophets and teachers, would even hardly point only to Him who would
come after them—that is Christ, the one who would cover all of man’s life, his
heart and mind, and enlighten before him the way of eternal life, which was shut
since Adam until the coming of the Lord.

The core of Christ’s work that He finished was the revelation of the essence
of the Father. As the book of Hebrews says, when he wanted to adorn the core
qualities of Christ, that He is the One “whom [God] has appointed heir of all



things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness
of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high.”’ This is the most accurate summary in the
Bible about who Christ is, and what His work was on earth.

Christ opened a new covenant for man that no longer stands on a law, but
rather stands on the foundation of the work of the Father that He carried through
Christ, which Christ fulfilled. He presented the end of His work as follows: “I
have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”®

The first creation of the heavens and the earth dwindles and wanes before this
work of the Father which He fulfilled by Christ and in Christ. The hero of the
first creation (Adam) fell from his status and descended to the rock bottom of the
earth, escorted by the wrath of God, with Eve his companion. Then began the
new covenant, and in reality, it was God’s new covenant with man. The first to
be revealed in it was the Son of God Himself, sent by the heavenly Father to save
man by redeeming his life, and to lead the new man who was created anew
“according to God,” carrying God’s true image and His magnificent love that
bequeathed to him glory.

O, what a work that was, which the Father gave to the Son, who finished it to
the fullest. Christ offered it through the offering of man to the Father, that man
may receive from the Father the great reconciliation which generations after
generations lived for, yearning this hour.

The price of reconciliation of man with God the Father was the blood of the
Son on the cross. He interceded for sinners and earned for them victory over the
world, abolition of the effect of sin and death of death. Christ rose from the
redemptive death to the resurrection of glory, carrying in His resurrected body
the forgiven man to reconcile with the Father. Heaven and eternal life opened
before man, and also was opened the door which had been shut in the face of
Adam, and Cherubim stood guarding the way to the kingdom with a sword of
fire, whom Christ put away, becoming Himself the Way to the kingdom,
carrying the truth and the life. O, the joy of man who had spent thousands of
years, unhappy, weeping, seeking forgiveness, and redemption, wherefore came
the One who forgave him, redeemed him, and restored him to the bosom of God,
following an enmity and estrangement that lasted the span of time.

December 28, 2

"Hebrews 1:2, 3.
8 John 17:4.
% Ephesians 4:24.



St John Chrysostom
The Samaritan Woman fervent in spirit

Christ said at one time: “He who does not take up his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me.” And again: “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and what will |
but that it be kindled? By both these sayings He wish to portray to us a fervent
disciple, on fire with zeal and prepared to risk any danger. Such a one was this
woman. In fact, so much was so kindled by His words that she left behind her water-
jar [...], and running into the city drew all the people to Jesus. For she said: ‘Come
and see a man who has told me all what I have ever done’ [...]. She has come to
draw water, but when she had attained to the fountain of Truth, she then scorned the
one perceptible only to bodily senses. [...] As far as she could, she herself did as the
Apostles had done”; nay, with even more alacrity than they, for they left their nets
after being called, while she of her own accord, with no summons, left her water-jar,

and did the work of an evangelist with excited elation as a result of her joy.
Commentary on St John, Hom 34, FC 33, 1957, p. 331, 2.

éx tov ayiov lwavvov To0 XpvoooTopov
‘O Xpotdc onot, vdv pév- ‘Eav punf tig dpn 1ov otowpov adtod kol dxoiovbnon pot,
ovk &ott pov dfoc viv 8¢, Idp ABov Poreiv &mi v yijv kai Tl §0shov &l 1N
avnedn; oL dpeotépmv TOVTOV TOV Slokaf] Kol TETLPOUEVOV pabnTiv Kal Tpog
Tévta kivSuvov Tapsokevacpévoy Mpiv napactiicol Bovidpevog. Towwdn Tig NV
kol avtn 1 yovi. Obto yap vmo TV eipnuévav aviedn, og kal v Vopiay APeivol
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PG 59, 193.
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