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Mahwah. NJ. 1987.

OV = YuYO b (ulye dlas



Y" V\f
(¥) 8o, _oF
<
%2 ?gf
Sl Bl (s /8938 W1 3L
duda ! O gadllg HBTg (bl SLiy Y 3wl
e (ae danslr — OIaYI A

HEJC Ty v C V] | PN EVR TR 3
Busid S ) )l i 300
4,8 dgzlge @ Wl 2 )8 e il
| ' Ly Jbue DI o3 aid U o
- ‘A »

=0 Jid b pae J) gz bl due e iyl

ta . n .. - a & : o
I @fd| d:\)la.l\ o9 oY ) bﬁmﬂ) G_)hﬂ
9040 LV 30 M clamyms hilonse Iall 23 (1 o3y ) e s $le> a2 J G5l ey
AR 0o 6Y Y Gyl e iyt Jilgl (3 Audaid)l B P.bb ST el
Miadg 0y ) Blo (o i o did i OF e (sl s o) 1,81
Mg b duapdal 4 gl S Oliuasdl 135 98 1 & jandl

by Y g Lash Ly B8l el g0 b2 Al LS B ol

oo l) Of dw dusS o)lixel o9 ¢ pall e J) Hlal cob sl 98 3y 398
39 -3 el Wl pans 0081 Lo g TV E i Y1 il
Jslie DI 35 Lasas) Gomuings Uamg 36 26 el 0yl ol
e Ao LS me Ly Ul Il 25 duasS Bylos iy Moy

M o Y- Y 80l « 7 pao 4 6039 SuTUST LS «JBgamo WY (V)
(2) G. Lefevbre, Recueil des inscriptions grecques-chrétiennes d Egypte, Le Caire, 1907, p.
68; C. Sicard, Oeuvres, (ed.) S. Sauneron & M. Martin, Bibliothéque d’études 83-85, Le Caire,
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82; F.L. Norden, Voyage d’Egypte et de Nubie, (ed.) L. Anglés, Paris, 1795-1798, Vol. 2, p. 76;
S. Clarke, Christian Antiquities in the Nile Valley, Oxford, 1912; Otto Meinardus, Christian
Egypt. Ancient and Modern, Cairo, 1965, pp. 300-301; 2™ ed., Cairo, 1977, pp. 412-413; R.G.
Coquin & Maurice Martin S.J., “Dayr al-Malak Mikha’il (Jirja)”, CoptEnc. Vol. 3, New York,
1991, 825h-826bh.
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(5) S. Clarke, Christian Antiquities in the Nile Valley, Oxford, 1912, pp. 111-113; G. Daressy,

“Renseignements sur la provenance des stéles coptes du Musée du Caire”, Annales du Service des
antiquités de ’Egypte 13, (1914), pp. 266-271; H. Hyvernat, “Coptic Literature”, in: the Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol. 16, pp. 27-30, New York, 1914; G. Daressy, “Indicateur topographique du Livre
des perles enfouies et du mystére précieux”, BIFAO 13, (1917), pp. 175-230 and BIFAO 14, (1918),
pp. 1-32; De L. O’Leary, “Christian Egypt”, Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 9, (1923), pp. 8-
26; Ahmad Fakhry, “A Report of the Inspectorat of Upper Egypt”, Annales du Service des antiquités
de I’Egypte 44, (1947), pp. 25-54; Otto Meinardus, Christian Egypt. Ancient and Modern, Cairo,
1965, p. 326; 2™ ed., Cairo, 1977, p. 441; R.G. Coquin & Maurice Martin S.J., “Dayr al-Malak
Mikha’il or Dayr Bakhum (Idfu)”, CoptEnc. Vol.3, New York, 1991, 825a-825b.
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(7) Abd al-Latif, Relation de I’Egypte de Abd al-Latif, translation and Edition of A.1.S. de Sacy, Paris,
1810; al-Idrisi al-Sharif, Kitab Nuzhat al-Mushtaq (Book of the pleasures of the Eager), French translation
P.A. Jaubert in 2 Vols., Recueil de voyages et de mémoires publiés par la société de Géographie 5-6, Paris,
1836-1840, Repr. 1975, Vol. 1, p. 124; H. Gauthier, “Notes géographiques sur le nome Panopolite”,
Bulletin de !’Institut frangais d’archéologie orientale 4, (1905), pp. 75-76; R.G. Coquin & Maurice
Martin S.J., “Dayr al-Malak Mikha’il (Maraghah)”, CoptEnc. Vol. 3, New York, 1991, 826b.

(8) P. Grossmann, Mittelalterliche Langhauskuppel Kirchen und verwnadte Typen in Oberagypten,
Glichstadt, 1982, p. 196 ff.
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(10) S. Clarke, Christian Antiquities in the Nile Valley, Oxford, 1912, p. 215, n"9; Otto
Meinardus, Christian Egypt. Ancient and Modern, Cairo, 1965, pp. 311-312; 2™ ed., Cairo, 1977, p.
426; R.G. Coquin &. Maurice Martin S.J, “Dayr al-Malak Mikha’il or Dayr Bakhum
(Nagadah)”, CoptEnc. Vol. 3, New York, 1991, 827a.

(11) AJ. Butler, The Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt, 2 vols., Oxford, 1895; S. Clarke,
Christian Antiquities in the Nile Valley, Oxford, 1912; P. Grossmann, Mittelalterliche Langhauskuppel
Kirchen und verwnadte Typen in Oberégypten, Glichstadt, 1982;
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Jomard, Description de I’Egypte, Vol. 4, 1820-1826, p. 321; S. Clarke, Christian Antiquities in the
Nile Valley, Oxford, 1912, p. 208, n°30; C. Sicard, Oeuvres, (ed.) S. Sauneron & M. Martin,
Bibliothéque d’études 84 Le Caire, 1982, Vol. 2, p. 100; R.G. Coquin & Maurice Martin S.J., “Dayr
al-Malak Mikha’il (al-Rayramun)”, CoptEnc. Vol. 3, New York, 1991, 828b-829a.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Let us continue with spiritual Father, Father Matta El-
Meskeen, his search for new thoughts in the Gospel of St
John, adding to the previous issues. Note: All quotations
are taken from the New King James Version, if not
otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 48
“You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice...
but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice,

and your joy no one will take from you”
(John 16:20, 22).

"HIS IS WEEPING AND LAMENTATING for the absence of Christ, for the
disciples assumed it to be a permanent separation. Nevertheless, when
Christ fulfilled His promise and appeared to them, they rejoiced with an
exceedingly great joy.'From that hour, in which they saw Him and rejoiced, until
this day, we still rejoice with their joy, for, just as the apostle Paul says, “Have |
not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?”>Thus, we also see Him through revelation, for
Christ reveals Himself to us in His word. When we experience Christ through
Scripture, we rejoice and exult with a joy not of this world, for it is not a physical
joy, but rather a joy of the revelation of truth and the presence of Christ.

The two disciples of Emmaus were walking toward their home saddened,
when Christ saw them from above and secretly came down to join them in the
same journey.® He started talking to them, expounding what was said about
Him in the Psalms and in the Prophets. Finally, they constrained Him to enter
with them into the house, and so He entered. To honor Him, they offered Him
bread as if He were a guest, thus, Christ took the bread and broke. Through
its breaking, the bread was the sanctified, so Christ appeared to them as who
He really is. Thus, they rejoiced greatly, but He disappeared from before

1 John 20:20.
2 1 Corinthians 9:1.
% LLuke 24:13-35.



them. So the two disciples started telling each other about how, when He was
talking to them on the way, they felt it in their hearts, and how their hearts
were ignited with the warmth of their feeling of the Lord’s presence, and they
did not tell. Thus, “I will see you again and you will rejoice” was fulfilled to
the letter.* For the absence of Christ distresses the heart, and if that lingers,
the person will weep and mourn. When the people of the world see our
weeping and mourning, they gloatingly exult. Nevertheless, if Christ returns
and is seen by our hearts, we rejoice with a joy that no one can take from us
anymore. This is what happened to the disciples, for when Christ died on the
cross, the disciples became secluded, and they shut the doors of the Upper
Room out of fear from the Jews, for they considered themselves to be orphans
without a God and they were more sorrowful than one who is bereaved of a
child. But, when Christ returned and they saw Him, they rejoiced with a great
joy, and from that moment, joy extends across the years for it to be our joy
also, and the joy of our children unto eternity.

Even though it appears to us, when we see Christ through revelation in His
word, as if we were the ones who discovered His presence, it is in reality He
who reveals Himself to us. Thus, the following saying is fulfilled, “he who
loves Me... I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”® This revelation of
Christ continues to take place throughout all the ages in His living word that
endures forever.

Christ is keeping His promise of “I will see you again and you will rejoice,”
even though it appears to everyone who sees Christ that he is the one who sees
Him. The truth of the matter is that He is the One who sees us, and
consequently, is revealed to us. For twenty centuries Christ has kept His
promise, being revealed to those who love Him, so they see Him and rejoice in
seeing Him. Those who have seen Him and those He saw, live among us, and
their witness is true.

Now we live in our sorrow every day, because the world obstructs our peace
and joy, and gives us the bitterness of persecution and hatred. Yet, Christ will see
us from above and He will wipe every tear from our eyes, and compensate for
the bitter days of the world with peace, joy, and great rest in His Father’s bosom.

And so, greetings to sorrows if thus it is seen by God, for He has prepared for
us a greater rest untouched by sorrow or weeping.

December 27, 2005

4 John 16:22.
5 John 14:21.



Chapter 49
“In the world you will have tribulation;
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33).

”HESE WERE Christ’s final words with which He bade farewell to His

I disciples, and in which He revealed that they would start facing the world’s

tribulation after His ascension, especially for His name’s sake. For Christ

did not side with the Jews and the men of the synagogue, rather, He uncovered

their works, and through His teachings that were against their conduct, He
gained enmity from all the Jewish circles.

Nevertheless, Christ, through His revelation of the truth and the teachings of the
good life, His uncovering of the wickedness of the Jewish groups’ deeds, and by
demolishing the religious traditions that were created by the Jews, had laid the
foundation of the new covenant, its teachings, and its promises. This was analogous
to the victory of Christ over that which stood against the truth in the world.

If Christ has left the world after He enlightened the way of life through His
teachings, and He left it illuminated and guaranteed the walk on it through the care of
the Spirit of God and the teachings of the Bible, He then worries no more over the
destiny of those who believe in Him, especially that He has removed Satan from his
falsifying of the truth and life, and He triumphed over him and cast him down: “I saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”* Thus, He truthfully said, “I have overcome the
world,” meaning that He delivered to us His teachings and opened before us the way
of truth and life in the midst of an envious, yet defeated, world.

Thus, faith in Christ became set, and the leadership of Christ victorious and
triumphant. He has sent the Holy Spirit from the Father following His ascension:
“Nevertheless 1 tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if |
do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, | will send Him
to you.And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of
righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged.”® For that reason, we face an enemy
that is broken, defeated, and terrified of the cross, easy to overcome with faith
and defeat through the name of Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Thus, Christ’s statement, “you will have tribulation,” is in reality a defeated
tribulation, triumphing through lies and counterfeit fear, which can be exposed by a

! Luke 10:18.
2 John 16:7-11.



little child if he holds the cross in its face and calls on the name of the Lord. As for His
saying, “be of good cheer, I have overcome the world,” it is like handing over a world
conquered by the name of the Lord, one which does not frighten us in any way.

Christ, after He has fulfilled our salvation and redemption on the cross, and
offered us His peace which supports our presence in the world, sent us the Holy
Spirit from the Father, to teach us and remind us of all of Christ’s teachings.
Consequently, there is no longer anything before us that would hinder our faith or
threaten our peace, especially that He broke the sting of sin on the cross and crushed
the pinnacle of the devil, dismissing him from heaven. Thus, He abolished his
dominion over the earth, so when He says, “be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world,” it is to set in our hearts the courage of Christ, His authority, and to reinforce
our faith with firmness and strength. For He who is with us from where Christ is, is
immeasurably greater than that which is in the hand of the world and the devil. For
we are by Christ surely victorious, and through the Spirit of Christ we dominate over
all the false upheavals of the world.

Our faith in Christ is shielded by the strength of Christ and the Holy Spirit if we
seek Him and take refuge in Him in every tribulation. For it is written that in our
affliction, Christ is afflicted,® and in our persecution He is persecuted, “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting Me?™* For the persecution of the believers echoes above
where Christ is. Thus, He groans for our groaning and comes down to deliver us,” for
now we have in heaven He who laments our weakness and leads our journey. For the
apostle Paul, “it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me.”® So, if this is Christ’s
work in us, then we are now more than conquerors,’ because Christ is the leader of
our journey, the speaker in our mouth, and the worker in us “to will and to do.”®

December 27, 2005

% See Isaiah 63:9.

4 Acts 9:4.

5 See Exodus 3:7, 8; Psalms 18:6-9.
® Galatians 2:20.

" Romans 8:37.

® Philippians 2:13.
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St Cyril the Great
“Our Father, Who art in Heaven”

O boundless liberality! O incomparable gentleness, and that befits Him alone! He bestows upon us His
own glory: He raises slaves to the dignity of freedom... and permits us to call God Father as being
admitted to the rank of sons. Of Him have we received this, together with all our other privileges...
For we have been fashioned unto sonship by that birth which is spiritually wrought in us “not by
corruptible seed, but rather by the living and abiding Word of God” (1Pet 1:23).

On Luke 11,2; Eng. Tr., Payne Smith, I, 325



St Macarius the Great
Let Us Love Christ Alone

How then do we exchange this precious and intellectual essence of the soul,
which is lovable and more valuable than all visible and invisible creation for
leprous and corruptible material things, through ignorance, carelessness,
negligence, and forgetfulness? How do we bind ourselves to earth, matter,
the world and glory, loving superficial phenomena, and attending to the
passing things of this age, being affectionally attached to them, when instead
we ought to cast them off and shake away all earthly transient things and the
corruptible thoughts of material things and dust, binding ourselves only to
Christ in love, being wounded by a heavenly love for him alone, and, with a
spiritual affection, being enamored of him alone?

Collection 111, Homily 25. 4, 1.
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