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(1) L.T. Lefort, “Les premiers monastéres pachomiens: Exploration topographique”, Le Muséon
52, (1939), pp. 386-387; J. Doresse, Les livres secrets des gnostiques d’Egypte, Paris, 1958, p. 148;
Translated as the Secret Books of the Egyptian Gnostics, London, 1960, p. 131; Otto Meinardus,
Christian Egypt. Ancient and Modern, Cairo, 1965, 305; 2™ ed., Cairo, 1977, p. 417; R.G. Coquin &
Maurice Martin S.J., «Dayr al-Malak», CoptEnc., vol.3, New York, 1991, 822h.
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(7) S. Gaselee, “Christian Egypt”, in: Archaeological Report, F.L. Griffith (ed.), 1909-1910, p.
19; H. Hyvernat, “The P.J. Morgan Collection of Coptic Manuscripts”, Journal of Biblical Literature
31, (1912), pp. 54-57; H. Hyvernat, “Coptic Literature: The Morgan Collection”, in the Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol. 16, New York, 1914, pp. 27-29; H. Hyvernat, a Check List of Coptic Manuscripts
in the Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, 1919; H.G. Evelyn — White, The Monasteries of the
Wadi’n Natrun, Vol. 2. The History of the Monasteries of Nitria and Scetis, New York, 1932; A.
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Morgan Library”, in: Coptic Studies in Hornor of Walter Ewing Crum, Boston, 1950, pp. 219-227; T.
Petersen, “The Paragraph Mark in Coptic [lluminated Ornament”, in: Studies in Art and Literature
for Belle da Costa Greene, Princeton, 1954, pp. 310-324; R.G. Coquin & Maurice Martin S.J., “Dayr
al-Malak Mikha’il (Fayyum)”, CoptEnc., vol.3, New York, 1991, 824a-825a.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Happy New Year 2025! Dear reader, it is our pleasure to
continue with Father Matta’s search for new thoughts in
the Gospel of St John, adding to the previous issues. Note:
All quotations are taken from the New King James
Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 45
“Yes, the time is coming [and has now come] that
whoever Kills you will think that he offers God service”
(John 16:2).

N OW WE PRAISE YOU, O Lord of heaven and earth, for the hour has come,
which You have spoken about. Indeed it is present as the presence of the day
of Your cross. For if it is the hour of darkness, You will not hide Your face from
us, for now Your cross is portrayed before us. And just as the Father has
glorified You and He was glorified in You at this hour, so also we, in our
humility and abasement, find out that our portion in this glory has drawn near,
and we are ready to meet it. If Your cross was Your glory, then our taking part in
Your cross will hand down to us the same glory that You tasted.

How wonderful it is for the day that You appointed to shine upon us, that “the
time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service” and
that a door in paradise would be opened for him. If only it were opened to them
without killing, we would have exulted also and rejoiced for them, and the world
would depreciate before us and all who are in it. We are for death now and at all
times, for our hour is present in our conscience, that which we wait for eagerly
until we are freed from this world and come to You. For our death is the door of
ascending to You, and sitting at Your feet, rather sitting with You on Your
throne. So, how can we cringe from the threats of death, when death to us is life?
Rather, it is the door to paradise, if paradise be considered the kingdom.

You said to not fear of their terror!* For hope makes us pass by death as if it
were the fulfillment of a promise. And if the hour comes, it is our hour and not of

11 Peter 3:14.



another, in it we close our eyes here to open them at You, O Lord, in heaven. It
is synonymous to us, whether here or there, for we are for You in every
condition, even if in the circumstances is the threat of death!

No one, throughout the whole earth, rejoices in death, the news of death and
the threats of death except for us. In death is the fulfillment of our hope in the
resurrection. For if we die, our death is a resurrection, and in the resurrection is
the hope of our inheritance of heaven. So, who then would fear death or be
terrorized, if in death abide entrance to eternal rest, that which we dream of
every day?

So, greetings to the hour and to death if in death is our joyful move and in the
hour is the end of our griefs on earth. Thus, if men threaten us with death, then
the angels, rather Christ, will receive us above with gladness. Who then would
still dread death or fear?

The open door in paradise is our door, rather Christ, who said that He is “the
door,”* we enter, that we may rejoice with Christ who awaits us above. So, if our
life on earth ends with the sword, our life above will begin with glory. For we
bid farewell to our life here to meet our life up there. Whether we be here or
above, we live in Christ, rather Christ lives in us.® Thus, death does not count for
us at all, and its hour to us is a shadow that we cast out of our mind. For our
mind is engaged in what is beyond the sword, beyond death, and beyond the
hour.

December 27, 2005

2 John 10:9.
% Galatians 2:20.

Chapter 46
“l have called you friends,
for all things that | heard from My Father | have made known to you”
(John 15:15).

HEN ADAM WAS CAST OUT from before the face of God, he lived on
earth distant from God, and passed on to his seed remoteness from God.
Thus, humanity lived in utter ignorance of God as slaves living in their
master’s house, not knowing anything about His person or works. For sons alone
know their father and everything that pertains to him. Whereas the houses
servants have their lives merely limited to serving.
Nevertheless, Christ came, sent from the Father, bearing everything that
pertains to the Father, knowing everything that is His and that He has, what He
did and what He does. Thus, Christ came from the Father, knowing all that is the

2



Father’s, and He began teaching and preaching about the imminence of the
kingdom of God and about all that the Father has toward man. This knowledge
of the Father and of all that He has, be it works or commandments, raised the
state of humanity who was shackled with the bonds of slavery in which it was
walking, far from God to the state of true sons who gaze at the mystery of the
heavenly Father. Thus, man is carried from a state of slavery before God to the
state of a beloved son of God.

The happy move of man, from a state of slavery to a state of beloved sons,
was the work and responsibility of the Only-Beloved Son given to Him by God.
Christ transferred His divine sonship to man, and the love of God toward Him to
man. “And | have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love
with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”* This is the statement
with which Christ concluded His mission on earth. Thus, by the Father’s love of
the Son, through His teaching and acquainting us with all that is at the Father’s,
the Son was able to transfer the love of the Father toward the Son to love toward
the person who believed in Him and in the Father. Based on that, Christ raised
man from a state of slavery before God to a state of beloved sons.

This was the Son’s biggest mission, to admit man to God the Father in a state
of love, just like the Father loved Christ as the Son of God: “and [I] have loved
them as You have loved Me.”

For us to receive the status of beloved sons to the Father is Christ’s ultimate
success for when the Son of God was sent by the Father to man, who was
walking in chains of slavery to sin, death and Satan, He freed him from it all
with His reviving teachings and His death as a ransom which released man from
underneath slavery to the world and the devil.

For Christ to guarantee the continuity of His work as a Savior, Redeemer and
Lover, He gave Himself to man through the Spirit and entered into man in order
to live in him to eternity. This, the apostle Paul realized and he manifested to all
of humanity this wonderful and awesome mystery of Christ by saying, “it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me.”® Thus, Christ carried to us His divine
attribute and ability in saying, “the Father who dwells in Me does the works,”*
and “for I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me
gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak”5. And so,

! John 17:26.
2 John 17:23.
% Galatians 2:20.
* John 14:10.
% John 12:49.



Christ é—ﬁmself, who dwells in us, is the One who speaks through us and does His
works.

This is the marvelous mystery of divinity, which flowed from the Father to
the Son, and from the Father and Son to us. And so, if we now live by this strong
and resilient faith, this is a preparation to what we will receive in the fulfillment
up above.

December 27, 2005

® See 2 Corinthians 13:3.
Chapter 47
“He who hates Me hates My Father also”
(John 15:23).

E ARE NOT SURPRISED as to why the world and those of the world hate

Christ, the name of Christ and everyone who bears this name. For it is because
Christ uncovered the reality about the world, which is that it is placed in the hand of
the evil one. The children of this world are being driven against their will to submit to
the demands of the world, which are all of the devil’s making. Since Christ triumphed
over the devil and all of his principalities on the cross,* and banished him forcibly
from his control over man, the devil went on measuring up strikes for the children of
Christ and for those who love Him, hiding behind people that he subjugated in his
grasp. Thus, it became clear that the devil is still working, even though the ones
working are free people, or rather think that they are free, albeit the enemy secretly
oppresses them, working through them and in them.? Christ revealed the truth, that the
enemy is still working, and all of the force of his bitterness he pours on the name of
Christ and on those who judge in the name of Christ. For hatred toward Christ is in
reality hatred to the Heavenly Father who sent Him, only masked behind false works
and sayings that appear outwardly that they are praise to God when in reality they are
all focused to evict Christ from the reality of His Sonship to God. Rather, they are
targeting those who believe in Him in order to eliminate the truth of Christ and the
Father from the believers. But it is impossible, for Christ has overcome the world, and
He is in heaven, strengthening the hearts of those who believe in Him and supporting
them against the hatred of the world that lives in the devil’s lie that he is a god of light,
while he is utter darkness, whose end is the lake of fire that awaits him and those he
works in2

! Colossians 2:15.

2 “The prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience”
(Ephesians 2:2).

¥ Revelation 20:10.



The danger of hatred toward Christ stands on the fact that it is itself hatred to
God the Father; thus, it is hatred crossing from earth to heaven, and so, those
who hate Christ would be shutting for themselves the gate of heaven. And
through their hatred to the children of God who believe in the name of His Son,
Jesus Christ, the enemy used them to spread hatred throughout the world,
making hatred to be the trade of the present world; and so, love disappeared as
well as man’s compassion toward his fellow man. In such manner they have
renewed Adam’s first offspring, namely Cain and Abel. Therefore, just as the
world was divided back then between murderer and victim, likewise also the
world ended up in that same disaster. Because the Cain of the world is getting
prepared for the murder of Abel of the last days, and there is no one to reconcile.
For here, the hater despises Abel and the God of Abel; thus, the reconciler
became despised, rather, murdered.

The grace period is limited for man and his hater, till there will be no more
time, neither a chance for repentance or return to God. When justice is executed
and the justice balance is set up, and the Judge will stand to uncover the thoughts
of the hearts and the works of darkness, then the oppressor will be revealed and
the murderer will enter into his certain destiny.

On that day will rejoice and be glad those who spent their days in mourning and
weeping from the harshness of man on his fellow brother, and from the injustice of the
enemy who will be cast out as a heap that will be trampled on. “And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes,” and crown them with the crown of victory and
salvation, which His Father crowned Him with after He fulfilled His mission on the
earth of hatred and envies. Then, the oppressed will realize that he has a judge who is
vigilant for his right, giving him the recompense for his oppression, eternal life where
righteousness, joy and happiness abide.

December 27, 2005

% Revelation 21:4.

Father Matta EI-Meskeen

[ Man is reconciled to himself, for God was reconciled in the body of our humanity
that belongs to Christ, which He took from us. Hence, we say confidently and
succinctly that we are reconciled with God in Christ. This highly personal
reconciliation is a unique mediation undertaken by this sole Mediator, Christ,
between God and humanity, giving rise to a new force that penetrated not only the
earth but also heaven ].

Excerpt from “Our Need for Christ, ” 2007, p 5.



St Clement of Alexandria

Baptism is Enlightenment, Adoption and Perfection

When we were reborn, we straightway received the perfection for which we strive.
For we were enlightened, that is, we came to the knowledge of God. Certainly, he
who possesses knowledge of the Perfect Being is not imperfect [...].When the
Lord was baptized, a voice loudly sounded from heaven, as a witness to Him who
was beloved: “Thou art My beloved Son; this day have I begotten Thee.” [...].
This is what happens with us, whose model the Lord made Himself. When we are
baptized, we are enlightened; being enlightened, we become adopted sons,
becoming adopted sons, we are made perfect; and becoming perfect, we are made
immortal. “T have said”, it is written, “you are gods and all of you the sons of the
most High.” This ceremony is often called “free gift”, “enlightenment”,
“perfection”, and “cleansing”— ‘cleansing”, because through it we are completely
purified of our sins; “free gift”, because by it the punishments due to our sins are
remitted; “enlightenment”, since by it we behold the wonderful holy light of
salvation, that is, it enables us to see the divine clearly.

Christ the Educator, |, 6, 25-26; FC 23,1954, pp. 24-26.
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