ST. MARK December 2024

Monthly Review

30 Byaliall dugddl Ayl Bully
The Events of the Nativity

(e ool Oyl (g0 gy di52]) The Annunciation of Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary concerning the Birth of Christ.
“ L £ A A1 ol el 9 I WYl Blg) (5 I Jgidl Jzsl aabSJ " The Visitation of the Virgin Mary to Elisabeth her Kinswoman.

The Birth of Christ in a manger.
(el LY 95 9ok (pa) The Visit of the Magi to the Divine Child, presenting their gifts.
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(4) Ephrem The Syrian, Commentary on Tatian's Diatessaron, 1, 25, ECTD 53.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

To the dear reader, we continue with Father Matta’s
search for new thoughts in the Gospel of St John, adding to
the previous issues. Note: All quotations are taken from the
New King James Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 41
“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you,
and that your joy may be full”
(John 15:10,11).

(C/ HRIST gave the parable of abiding in Him as a branch would in the vine, which,
"~/ by abiding in the vine, would bear fruit. Here, He reveals to us the secret of how
to abide in Him, and that is by keeping His commandments. For His commandments
are like the vine’s sap, which, if running through the branch, makes it bear fruit, and,
the extent of the fruit will be determined by how much we abide in Him. What a
beautiful analogy that Christ should resemble Himself as the Vine, His Father as the
Vinedresser and us as the branches. And Christ gives this essential parable in order
to reveal the mystery of His own abiding in the Father: it is that He keeps the
commandments of the Father and loves Him! It is humility beyond humility that
Christ should give Himself as an example for abiding, that He abides in the Father,
keeps His commandments and loves Him!!

Then, Christ re-reveals the mystery of abiding in Him, that it is the secret to true
joy. Thus, to him who abides in Christ and keeps His commandments, Christ gives His
divine joy, that the person may rejoice with Christ and that his joy may be full, in other
words, reaching perfection. And Christ is trying, in various ways, to grasp our attention
to the importance of His commandments and the importance of keeping them. And so,
in one instance He would say that keeping His commandments is the secret to abiding in
Him and the secret to bearing fruit; and in another instance, Christ would make keeping
His commandments the foundation of man’s revelation to the mystery of divine joy,
that, which would dwell in our hearts if we keep His commandments.

Oh that the reader were to take heed to Christ’s various attempts of proving the
importance of keeping His commandments, the matter that would cost us nothing at all.



For Christ promises that He Himself would enter into the depths of our life and take
charge of expounding and explaining His commandments, rather works at ingraining
His commandments in the heart of him who loves Him and keeps His commandments,
knowing that the Holy Spirit takes charge of revealing the light and mystery of Christ’s
commandments to man, rather works at ingraining them in man’s heart. In addition, He
takes charge of teaching them to the person and reminding him of them.

All of this conveys to man a spirit of clinging to Christ, until He fulfills in him all of
His promise. And so, the only thing that man is required to do is to trust in Christ and
His promises, and to open his heart to accept Him, sitting at and being disciplined by
His Bible. “Your words were found, and | ate them, and Your word was to me the joy
and rejoicing of my heart; For | am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts™. And
those who accepted Christ into their life and kept His commandments became some of
the most famous preachers in the world, rather, performed wonders and miracles that
shook the world.

Christ proved to man that He is faithful in His promise and is able to fulfill it in the
weakest of people. Rather He made out of His persecutors, who harmed many, different
people, like the apostle, Paul the Pharisee who was trained in killing Christian men and
women. God called him while on his way with an official sanction to kill the Christians,
and He spoke with him from heaven saying, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”?.
Then, He sent him a pious, Christian man to call him to faith in Christ, and he baptized
him. Then, the Holy Spirit descended on him, and he went, preaching Christ as Lord and
God to those whom he persecuted. And he drew, and he still draws, with his life-giving
teachings, hundreds, thousands and millions, rather whole generations, to the love of
Christ and faith in Him.

As the author, | acknowledge that the favor of the apostle Paul to me is greater than |
can confess or mention. He was the one that opened my eyes and heart to the love of
Christ and keeping His commandments, and preaching through writing and giving
sermons on His name and love for seventy years. Until this day, | utter his words,
teachings and love of Christ, and | acknowledge his favor and the favor of Christ on me,
for, after being a shy child, he made me into what | am.

Therefore, | invite you, O blessed friend and blessed sister, to come to the Bible with
a holy purpose, and to ask for new life from Christ that He may give you. For He gives
of His grace, as the Bible says, with a good measure that runs over®, that you may
rejoice and delight people with the precious treasure which the Bible reserved for the
lovers of God.

December 26, 2005

! Jeremiah 15:16.
2 Acts 9:5.
% See Luke 6:38.



Chapter 42
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you”
(John 15:16).

”HE ASSERTION THAT CHRIST CHOSE US is His mystery which He works with
and calls for. He calls and invites that people would come to Him and believe in
Him, that they may become children of God. If man comes to Him, loves Him and
opens his eyes to His Gospel, sayings and commandments, he thinks that it was he who
came to Christ and chose Him as Lord and God. Nevertheless, Christ reveals His secret
—it is He who has drawn us to His love and to discipleship to His Gospel and
commandments.

In this mystery, whole generations lived and clung to Christ, loved Him and served
His name. And they were some of the most famous preachers, bishops and patriarchs,
enriching the church with their knowledge, faith and talent which filled books and
parchments. Here we are, drinking from it our life, faith and love of Christ. Those,
Christ chose, and He still chooses His servants, builds them up on the faith and sends
them to proclaim and preach.

Christ is the head of the church, and the true church that is rich in faith and service is
His body. The faithful in it are members of this body, ignited with fire, never abstaining
or keeping silent from preaching and proclaiming His name. Christ chose them and
ignited their hearts with His love, and inspired them with the good word that enters and
captivates the heart to the love of Christ and to faith in Him. For Christ worked in the
church since its foundation and until this day, and chose in it men and women,
dedicating them with the power of the word that comes out of their heart as fiery arrows
that ignite whoever hears them', and He daily adjoins to the church hundreds and
thousands of lovers of His commandments.

The church, until this day, is truly rich with those whom Christ chose and in whose
hearts He poured of His Holy Spirit. Thus, their minds were enlightened and they went
and still go every day throughout the world, shining with their knowledge, glowing in
the midst of the darkness of this world which rules today in the emerging generations.
These generations plugged their ears with the earplugs of the world’s songs and words,
the devil completing their plugging by igniting them with the lust of the flesh; thus, they
wandered away from God, the church and the Bible, and became the sons of Belial.

Nevertheless, the reason behind the world being reserved till this day is the chosen
ones who were chosen by God from the midst of the people, to witness to the name of
Christ and His Holy Bible.

Until this day, the world is kept by the word of God which the chosen of God carried
and proclaimed, and still proclaim. The church is in dire need of those chosen ones to
save her from the flood of sin that ruled over peoples and nations which the devil drew
to live under his yoke which was overcome and broken on the cross. However, the

! See Habakkuk 3:9.



defeated devil continues to lure the descendants of Eve until this day. And so, the
woman became now the cause of a great offense, even though in the past she used to be
one of the pillars of the early church, raising whole generations in the fear of God.

And so, the call today is directed to the woman who stays home, raising her children
in the fear of God and the love of the Bible and the church. For it is impossible for the
Coptic house to stand without the woman, no matter how much men worked and hired
maids. For the essence of the woman is her heart and compassion, which hands down
lowliness, humility and the fear of God to the children. For the chosen woman is dearer
than all the gold of the whole world, and more precious than the treasures of the world.?
She alone is the true treasure, hidden in the field of the world, for only she is able to
gather her children to the bosom of Christ.

Christ’s said, when the Son of Man comes to earth “will He really find faith on the
earth?”® Such a saying cuts into our hearts, for we see with our eyes that faith has dried
up from people’s hearts, and in place of faith settled the pleasure of the world, with its
riches and vainglory. And so, will chosen ones rise up to save the world and the church
from her destiny that she is drawing with her own hand? The call here is for returning,
for a spiritual awakening that would snatch these generations from the tyranny of the
world over the children of God.

December 26, 2005

2 See Proverbs 31:10.
% Luke 18:8.

Chapter 44

“Yet because you are not of [this] world...
therefore the world hates you. If the world hates you,
you know that it hated Me before it hated you”
(John 15: 19, 18).

” HOSE WHO ACCEPTED CHRIST AS LORD AND GOD are not of the world, rather the
world hates them. Why?

It is very obvious that the world has been put in the hand of the evil one, thus,
he who loves the world, the world loves, and he becomes a puppet in the hand of Satan
because he obeys him in all his counsels. The world cannot bear the name of Christ
because it becomes a conviction for it. And so, for the name of Christ, the world
persecutes those who are Christ’s. For the world and its prince have persecuted Christ, a
persecution that led them to His crucifixion, and the devil became aware of how to
measure up for Christ attacks in those who accepted Christ and believed in Him. Thus,
the world became distinguished by its enmity toward Christians and their persecution
for the sake of the Name. Here, Christ forewarns those who are His that they should
become aware of what the world has in store for them, that they be not driven after those
who live in the world while being held captive under its enticement.



For that reason, the first advice to a Christian is to take heed in the beginning of his
life of faith, not to be drawn toward the attraction of the world and the companionship of
the evil ones who worship the world. This is the passive facet in the way of faith in
Christ, which is able to devour the beginners. Nevertheless, as soon as the Christian
person starts on his straight path, prays and gets acquainted with the love of Christ,
evildoers will leave him. And as soon as he feels the world opposing him, he throws
himself in the bosom of Christ and clings to faith.

The fact is well-known to us and indisputable that, as soon as the person holds unto
Christ, Christ embraces him. For His promise stands throughout all ages, that “the one
who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. Thus, Christ made faith in Him a pledge
of will to the person who aims to enter Christ’s sheepfold.

In the face of the world’s hatred to him who accepts Christ, Christ opens His arms to
everyone who takes refuge in Him. And we tasted the gall of the world and its bitter
persecution, nevertheless, Christ’s shield over us and His defense for us was beyond
recounting. For we believe and testify that Christ’s protection for His children surpasses
all of the devil’s power and world. And Christ’s saying, “Take My yoke upon you...for
My yoke is easy and My burden is light”?, is a hidden fact known by everyone who
threw his burden upon Him and favored His yoke over that of the evil world. Those
who tasted the sweetness of Christ became ready to truly eat Him. For His eye is upon
us all day long, like a mother who protects her children and nourishes them with her life.

Christ, who loved us and gave Himself up for us, bought us from the grasp of the
devil by His blood; and so, neither the devil nor the world will be able to snatch us from
the hand of Christ and the hand of the Father®, which is our strength and our everlasting
pleasure. Thus, no matter how much the world despises and the enemy exposes his
fangs, we are under the shield of the One who created the heavens and the earth, and He
has created us newly by the Spirit for Himself, for we are the children of God and
members of the household of God*. And our fortune and portion are reserved for us in
heaven®, which we see by faith and live for tangibly, and we rejoice with it in the
darkest of hours, for our eyes are fixed on high from whence comes our help®, the right
hand of the Lord protecting us until we pass to Him and rejoice, for our portion is near.

December 27, 2005

TR

! John 6:37.

2 Matthew 11:29,30.

% See John 10:28,29.

# John 1:12 and Ephesians 2:19.
® 1 Peter 1:4.

® psalms 121:1.



St Macarius the Great

The Coming of the True Physician

Moses came, but he could not bestow a complete cure. Priests, gifts, tithes,
... and every other righteousness was performed under the Law, and the soul
could not get cured and cleansed from the unclean issue of bad thoughts.
Every righteousness of the soul was unavailing to heal man, until the Savior
came, the true Physician, who cures without cost, who gave Himself a
ransom for mankind. He alone accomplished the great, saving deliverance
and cure of the soul. He set it free from bondage, and brought it out of
darkness, glorifying it with His own light. He dried up the fountain of
unclean thoughts that was in it. Behold, it says, the Lamb of God, that taketh
away the sin of the world.
Fifty Spiritual Homilies, Homily 20. 6
tr. A. J. Mason, 1921, pp. 165,166.

&K 10V aylov Maxkapiov
Mobotig fA0ev, dAL o0k RdvVvHON Tacty TavteAd] Sodvar. igpeic, ddpoa,
OTOOEKOTMOOELS, ... KOl TAGH 1 AOUTY] OKOOGHVN EMETEAETTO €V T
voum, kol 1 yoyn adfjvor kol kabopisOivar anod tig dkabapTov
PUoEMG TOV KOKMV AOYIGUAY ovK NOLVNON, kol mdca 1 dKatochvn
avtiic Oepanedoor avtv odk ioyvoev, Eoc ob MADev O cotp, O
aAnOwvog 1aTpdg O dwpedv idpevog, 6 0nTov LEP TOD YEVOUG TAOV
avOpdmov AOTpov d00C. adTOC HOVOC TNV UEYOANV Kol COTHPLOV
Mtpwotv kal lacty ThHe yoyhg €moinoey. avtodg NAELOEP®GEY OV TV €K
g dovAgiog kal €€nyayev avtnv €k oKotiag, 10l @oTi do&doag
adTV. o0TOG EENpave TNV v OOTH TNYNV TGV AKafdpTOV AoYIoUDY:
"idov" yap ¢enow "6 auvog tod Oeod O aipov TV auoptiov ToD
Kocpov".
BEII 41, p. 259
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