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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

New meditations by Father Matta on verses from the
Gospel of St John, searching for the mysteries of this deep
spiritual Gospel, to present it to the reader, to find comfort
and blessings for his eternal life. Note: All quotations are
taken from the New King James Version, if not otherwise
mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 38

“Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you;

not as the world gives do | give to you.”
(John 14:27).

”HE TIME FOR CHRIST’S DEPARTURE from His disciples has come, thus,
I He left for them an inheritance more precious than jewels and anything on
earth: “Peace I leave with you”.

It is not out of nothing that He would leave peace with His disciples, but it was
after He prepared the world for peace as He abolished sin and conquered death, and
He triumphed over the devil, or was about to triumph over him, on the cross'. And
before the cross, He said that the devil was coming but “he has nothing in Me”2. In
other words, He marginalized the devil fully prior to the cross as a preparation to
triumph over him on the cross.

For the first time since Adam would the earth and the world know peace, for it
had been taken away from man and from earth. Man had lived in times past as a
fugitive from his own self, not finding peace or stability. And here, Christ offers His
peace and grants His disciples His peace, leaving it with them on earth which was an
earth of misery and a world of hatred and strife.

Christ contrasts His peace with the world’s false peace, for the peace of the world
is not peace by any means but a deception, a mirage and a lie. For with the one hand
the world would give, while the other hand would have a dagger aimed to strip life
fully. And in doing this, the world was being led by the power of the devil who is a

! See Colossians 2:15.
2 John 14:30.



murderer “from the beginning”*.

And Christ gives His peace after He secured it with His life that He was about to
give up according to His Father’s will. Thus, Christ’s peace was pledged by His life
on the cross, and how costly and truthful of a pledge that was. For the cross was
portrayed before Christ since He started preaching the news of the kingdom of
heaven, because it is impossible that the door of the kingdom be opened but through
the shedding of the blood of Christ on the cross.

And so, the peace of Christ that He gave and left to the disciples was temporary
until it would be fulfilled through the slaying on the cross. O how dear, precious
and tough of a peace! For it was unheard of that peace would be gifted through
slaughter. That was Christ’s fate, who came down from heaven to be slain on the
cross, a very costly price for the entry of peace into the world of man. For the
Father stripped peace and banished man from His presence, then He Himself came
back and ordered peace that He may let man into His presence, the price being the
blood of His Son on the cross!

And we now gift our peace to the brethren for free, as if it were inexpensive,
worthless, not realizing that the return of peace to man and to the world was for an
awfully expensive price, that being the death of the Son on the cross!

And so, peace be to all the brethren, extending from Christ’s cross, which we
carry in pride and gift to all who believed and loved! This we do, knowing where
peace came from and how it would last for us, being ready to value it for our lives.

For peace in the world extends from the faith of those who loved Christ and
offered their life to enable the survival of Christ’s peace that it may forever stand,
where everyone would take from it his safety, faith, peace, nay his life.

For we are called the children of Christ’s peace; we proclaim it, preach it and
redeem others by it, for our souls are inexpensive compared to the peace of Christ
for which He paid the price on the cross.

December 25, 2005

% John 8:44.
Chapter 39

“You are already clean

because of the word which I have spoken to you.”
(John 15:3).

FOR THE FIRST TIME we understand, comprehend and are assured that the
words of Christ cleanse the heart, conscience and will, that man may become
pure. From this we perceive that for us to reach holiness that Christ is calling for,
we must first be cleansed from the stain of sin and the world, and from the filth that
the world, evil people and television spread which muddy the spotlessness of our



chastity and the purity of our hearts. For he who opens his ears and eyes to people’s
curses to each other, and to what the television portrays to him with neither
censoring nor shame, fills the heart with filth that is impossible to discard, remaining
in people’s imagination, and out of it springs imagery and thoughts that murk the
purity of the heart and conscience, nay erase from them the spirit of holiness and
righteousness. And so the Christian no longer becomes a Christian but rather the
son of television and street filth.

Would that a coalition were formed that calls for eliminating the television,
making it easier for good families to do away with it from their homes in return for
its cost, where the virtuous wealthy would collaborate to financially reimburse that.
For he who keeps the television in his home is like one who hires a prostitute to live
with the children and teach them the principles of adultery and indecency, and steals
away from them time, chastity and purity.

And so we entreat, with Christ, purify yourselves with the words of God, and cast
off of yourselves the loathsome words of the world which, when heard, enter the
heart to contaminate it and deprive it of the effectiveness of the Bible and the words
of God. Would that Christians were to wake up from the forbidden spell of the
world and come to Christ to be cleansed, purified and sanctified for the sake of their
everlasting life. The call to holiness is a divine commandment: “Be holy, for I am
holy™?, for holiness and righteousness are a skill for the Christian who lives it and
calls for it.

And when Christ said, “You are already clean because of the word which | have
spoken to you”, He calls people to leave what is for the world and to sit before the
Bible to drink from the water of chastity and purity from the words of Christ. Just
like Mary who has chosen that good part, as she sat to hear and learn from the words
of the Lord, contrary to Martha who was troubled about many things and left Christ
and His teachings.

Purity of heart, conscience and repute has become a commodity that does not
exist in the homes of Christians, in contrast to their fathers who lived a life of faith
in the Lord and His words, and their reputation was holy in the midst of people, and
it was known that the Christian was he who feared God and was a disciple of the
Bible, the Church and the words of grace that are in the Book.

So now the call is for us to turn our backs to the world, headed with our hearts
toward Christ, heeding to His gospel and being disciples to His words, living
righteousness and a holy, pure conduct. This charges us neither money nor time, but
rather redeems our money, our time and our children from the grasp of the world
which the enemy rules and in which he drives people to their destruction.

Oh that the words of Christ would enter the hearts of those who read and hear,

11 Peter 1:16, Leviticus 11:44.



that His word offers purity. And purity these days is a rare commodity that does not
exist in the homes of Christians but exists in the books that we inherited from our
fathers.

These words will judge us on the Day of Judgment, because they are the words of
Christ, and heaven and earth will pass away but the words of Christ will remain and
will be the pronouncement of our verdict on judgment day. And so, do not gain for
yourselves the sentence to dispossession of God’s portion, but rather glorify Christ
in your hearts and minds and be disciplined to His words, for His words will revive
you and purify your hearts so that you may lead a holy life in these days which filled
the measure of wrath unto man on the Day of Judgment. For purity is the possession
of your hearts and hands; open up the Bible and read, for these are the words of
Christ that purify your life.

December 25, 2005

Chapter 40
“For without Me you can do nothing”
(John 15:5).

(C/ HRIST HERE EXPOUNDS that He is the One working in us, and that without
\_J Him we can do nothing. Now, by “doing nothing”, Christ refers to the works
of the Spirit not the body. And the works of the Spirit have to do with life in
the fear of God and pleasing Him, which is fit for our present existence with God as
well as our future with Him. For life without pleasing God is death and not life.
And the Father sent Christ to give us true life, which, if we walk in it in the fear of
God and pleasing Him, we become eligible for the other life, the everlasting one.

And here, Christ explains that He is the One working in us, and that without Him
we cannot do the works of God that qualify us for life with Him, here and in eternal
life. And the things that Christ refers to are purity of conduct and enlightenment of
knowledge. As for purity of conduct, the most important thing is to renounce habits
that we inherited in the body, conscience and mind, which are all sins that
completely deprive us of God. Also, deviations of knowledge that place us at the
level of those rejected by God. Thus, Christ came to give us the knowledge of the
truth and submission to its requirements. And the knowledge of truth is basically
the knowledge of God, for God is Truth, and he who loves the truth loves God. And
he who transgresses against the truth, be it through thought or deed, is considered to
have transgressed against God.

If Christ enters our life, He alone can carry us from the manner of the children of
the world to that of the children of God. Now, the basis of Christ’s entrance into our
life is to believe in Him with faith of the heart, and to abide by His commandments,
which the saints of the Most High, the saintly apostles and disciples, gathered in His
gospel which is the school of faith and the mind’s enlightenment.



Through commitment to the words of Christ in the Bible and to His
commandments, man builds himself up on the divine truth, and so will know the
way leading to eternal life. And Christ gave us the gift of the Father and His holy
Promise, which is the Holy Spirit who opens up our minds and hearts to accept the
knowledge of God and attachment to Him. As Christ said, the Holy Spirit “will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you™?,
and so the Bible becomes the source of knowledge through the Spirit, which will
cause us to stop doing the works and shrewdness of the world and enter into the
realm of holiness, without which no one can see the way of truth or God?.

And with this verse, blessed reader, Christ offers Himself to enter your life and
lead it in the way of salvation and redemption, that, which He had fulfilled to carry
us from the world to God, and from darkness that rules the world to the light of life
with God. Therefore, accept, oh friend, Christ’s call, that He may enter your life and
work in you and by you the works of God.

When He said, “without Me you can do nothing”, He means ‘accept Me that |
may enter your life and work in you and by you the works of God, and that | may
open your hearts and minds to accept the enlightenment of the mind’, that being the
only thing by which we are able to realize truth and walk in the light of Christ that
we may become enlightened by His light.

This verse, in which Christ offers Himself to enter our life, is the foundation with
which we can begin, that is accepting Christ in our life to work in us the will of God
and to fulfill in us and for us His holy commandments which are the basis of the
light of Christ and the way of eternal life. So if we hold unto Christ in true faith, we
hold unto eternal life for which Christ calls, knowing that Christ Himself is, by
Divine mystery, eternal life itself, thus, he who accepts Christ accepts in Him and
through Him eternal life.

This is the mystery of Christ and the mystery of truth and life; he who accepts it,
will guarantee his salvation and redemption, his insight will be opened up and he
will know the mystery of the way, the truth and the life.

December 26, 2005

! John 14:26.
2 See Hebrews 12:14.

T



St John Chrysostom
Our Hope in Christ in the Midst of the Storm

For what is it which upsets thy mind? Is it because the storm which has overtaken
the Church is fierce and black, and has enveloped all things in darkness as of a night
without a moon?... Nevertheless, knowing these calamities, | do not abandon the
best hope, considering who the pilot is in all this ... who calms the raging waters by
his nod. Do not therefore be cast down, I exhort you, for there is only one thing,
Olympias, which is really terrible, only one real trial, and that is sin ... but as for all
other things, plots, enmities, frauds, calumnies, ...they are but idle tales. ... Be not
therefore dismayed or troubled ... for our Master is not baffled by the difficulty ...
for it is possible for Him to raise those who have fallen, ... to quicken those who are
dead, ... For if He makes things which are not, come into being, ... how much more
will He rectify things which already exist.

Letters to Olympias, 7, 1-3, NPNF, I, IX, pp. 397-399.

éx tov ayiov lwdvvov tov Xpvoootopov

Ti yap éotv 0 ovyyel cov v ddvolav; ‘Ot dyplog O YEWDV O TAC
"ExkAnciog katohafov koi {oeddng kol vikta dcéAnvov mhvta eipyacarto;
... AM Oumc Kol TadTo €ldMG 0VK ATOYIVACK® TG XPNOTOTEPOC EATIOOC TOV
KuPepvnTNV T00dE T0D TAVTOG EVvOodV, OC ... veduatt Avel v (dAny ... M7
toivov dvaméone, mopokod®d. “Ev yap dotiv, Olvpméc, @oPepdv, &ig
mEpacuoS, apaptio udvov-... ta 6¢ dAla Tavta pobog, kav EniovAdg einng,
kv dmeydeiog, kv d6A0VG, KOV cukoeavtiag ... Mr toivov Bopupodl, unde
tapdtrov ... OO yoap mporopPdveton Mulv 6 Agomdtng VWO THG TOV
TPOUYUATOV SVOKOAINS ... AvvaTOV Yap aDT® Kol TOVG TEMTOKOTAG EYEIPOL
Kol Tovg vekpwBévtag (woyovijcar ... Ei yap ta un 6vro motel

vevéoBal..., TOAA® paAdov Ta dvta Kol yevoueva dlopBdacetat.
SC 13 bis, p. 131-142.
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