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ool odiall e Saint Sergius the Martyr
(odaww YV / Og5 1Y) Tempera on canvas, Last of the 13" century.

From the monastery of St Catherine, Sinai.
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(3) PL 38, col., 1348, Sermo 295.
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(6) Adversus Judaeos VIII, PG., 48, col., 940.

(7) Ibid., col., 938.

(8) Ad Eos Qui Scandalizat Sunt. Lib. Unus., PG., 52, col., 518-520.
(9) Ibid.
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(11) Ibid.
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(13) PL 20, col.1993, sermo., 20.
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Herbert Musurillo, The Acts of the Christian Martyrs. Oxford at the Clarendon,

Press 1972, p. 295.
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(1) Khater, Martyre des citoyens d’Esna, Le Caire et Jérusalem, 1981, 55 (text), 66
(trans.).

(2) P. Du Bourguet, “Dayr al-Shuhada, Art”, in: (ed.) A.S. Atiya, Coptic Encyclopedia,
vol.3, New York, 1991, cols. 866b-870b.

(3) R.-G. Coquin & S.J. Maurice Martin, “Dayr al-Shuhada, History”, in: (ed.) A.S.
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London, 1678, 406; 1678, 243.
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Petersburg, 1901, 75.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Again, Father Matta here continues his meditations on
verses from the Gospel of St John, with new insights and
depths you will enjoy! Note: All quotations are taken from
the New King James Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

VVolume Four
Chapter 35
“And where I go you know, and the way you know.”
(John 14:4).

iEGARDING HIS DESTINATION, Christ has revealed the mystery of his

journey to the Father in His eternal kingdom. As for the way, it was subject to

his ascension, as to how he will trod the path to the Father, remains the hidden
mystery of mysteries, even for the angels.

However, the way was revealed, appointed and leveled when Christ was lifted
on the cross. For the cross was the secret and divine door belonging to Christ,
which He would open by His blessed and holy death on the cross, where the body
was nailed in the hands and feet by means of piercing nails, and the blood gushing
forth from the veins until the last drop when He bowed His head and surrendered
his spirit in the hand of the Father. Thus, it was instantly revealed to those who
possess the mystery of Christ that the wounded, and dead body will itself be the
way after He rises from the dead, in order to ascend, with it, into the heaven and
ordain the way leading to heaven and to God. Thus, it was instantly revealed to
those who possess the mystery of Christ that the wounded, and dead body will
itself be the way after He rises from the dead in order to ascend with it into the
heaven and ordain the way leading to heaven and to God.

The disciples were standing at the time of His ascension, amazed, remembering
His words that He had revealed about His death and resurrection. Behold His
ascension confirmed to them all that Christ had said, thus they returned to the
upper room, joyful, speaking to one another concerning their new life of faith in the
Lord, and their fervent anticipation of their return to Him.

And finally the time for their departure to Him through the same road had
come, thus they were the first to fulfill the promise of Christ, and they were and are
still waiting for us above.



Christ’s call was fulfilled with ultimate wisdom and discernment, and with
wonder that surpasses the mind and the conceivable. For how was it possible for us
to ascend to heaven and be with the Lord all the time, nay, how could humanity be
freed from the curse of sin and the bondage of death and its terror? How did we
live under the bondage of death and the devil? Now we realize that He who is
mighty has done in us and for us great things, and holy is His name! in our life,
death and resurrection that is to come.

How was God, who cursed the earth, able to take away His curse from earth and
man? Now we know the vastness of what God did through and in Christ. And
now we realize the extent of the love of God and Christ for us, and how the Father
sacrificed His Son and gave Him up for suffering, pain and death on the cross on
behalf of us and for us. Thus, our faith in Christ became the least that we can offer
as an appreciation of the goodness of the Father and Christ.

So if we deny faith from our souls, what would our life be like, and how would our
death be? Would not it be like the death of a donkey buried underneath the sand?

O friend, and O sister beloved in the Lord, I invite you to offer your true and
strong faith to God the Father as an appreciation of His goodness and the goodness
of His beloved Son, who suffered and died, crucified, to guarantee for us
reconciliation with the Father and His approval, and open to us the way to heaven,
a thing unheard of, Christ fulfilling it for us, making our entry to heaven as well as
the Son’s inheritance in eternal life there an acquired right for us for which we did
not strive nor pay any price, not even a penny.

I invite you, beloved one, and you, kind sister, to respond to my hope and offer
yourselves to Christ, believing in and faithful to the mystery of eternal life which
Christ turned into our everlasting heavenly inheritance.

December 25, 2005

1 See Luke 1:49.
Chapter 36
“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and
the Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak
on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.”
(John 14:9, 10).

ERE, Christ expounds that He and the Father are one, and that the Father is in
the Son, Christ speaking His words and doing His works. For the Father is the
one speaking and working in Christ and through Christ. For Christ does not speak
on His own nor does He work on His own, because the unity of the Father and the



Son is a tremendously powerful truth and its mystery lies only in Christ who speaks
and works through the Father. And here is the theological miracle, for the Father
and the Son are One Godhead, so what the Father says the Son says at the same
time, and what the Father does the Son does at the same time. And so if it seems to
us that the Son works and speaks on His own authority, it is because the divinity of
the Father is concealed in the divinity of Christ, never separated from it, not even
for a moment. And this is the truth of Christ whom the Father sent that He may do
the works which God prepared for our salvation. “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life”!. For the Son of God came to do the work of God for the sake
of man’s salvation, redemption and eternal life. This divine truth, the reader must
not stop at, for it is the truth of the Father and the Son and not the truth of man.
Rather, man should take it as the truth of God revealed to him in works of salvation
and redemption, much bigger than man’s endeavor to decipher. For God, the Son of
God, came to serve the fallen man who was rebellious toward God, thus, there is
nothing that the fallen man could do except to rise up with Him who is holding him
and rise through Him, and not contend with the One who raised him up from his
fall and ask Him, “how will You raise me up?”.

Nevertheless, we reiterate that Christ made the mystery of divinity within reach
of man’s understanding and knowledge by taking on a body like his body, and
living on earth as man lives, besides, the devil tempted Him as he tempts man. This
is why the Book says that Christ came to live with many brethren as if He were a
brother to them?.

Here, Christ reveals a special divine mystery, which is whoever sees Christ has
seen the Father, a mystery laid out for faith but not for probing nor rationalization.
The strange thing is that this mystery remains concealed and vague until man
accepts and believes it, then it becomes instantly revealed to him. This is because
what binds us to Christ and the Father is faith and not the mind nor question and
answer. Thus, he who believes in Christ believes in the Father at once, and whoever
believes in Christ and the Father will have every answer to every question.

Man’s new life, which has been offered to whoever believes in Christ, becomes in
itself the convincing and fascinating answer to all who hear and see, because it
reflects Christ’s hidden image, and in this new life is ultimate conviction for anyone
seeking and searching for faith in Christ.

For our strong and true faith in Christ, in whom and by whom is the fullness of

1 John 3:16.
2 See Romans 8:29; Hebrews 2:11,12.



peace and love, is able to convince any person of who Christ is and what faith in
Him is about. Thus, Christ says in truth, “You are the light of the world...You are
the salt of the earth”3; and so through our living faith in Christ only can we
evangelize and preach faith in Christ, and without that fiery faith our words about
Christ become cold and tasteless. Therefore, it is written, “How beautiful (and
lovely) are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings
of good things!”4, and where would that beauty come from except from faith
working through love>?

December 25, 2005

3 Matthew 5:14,13.
4 Romans 10:15.
5 Galatians 5:6.

Chapter 37
"I will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.”
(John 14:18).

C/ HRIST LITERALLY FULFILLED HIS PROMISE, that He would come to us and not
./ leave us orphans. And we knew and were assured that He truly came after His
resurrection. He came to His apostles and disciples and appeared to many. The Bible says
that He appeared to five hundred brethren, of whom the greater part remained in the
early days!. And we know that many of us have seen Christ coming to them, and they are
witnesses living to this day. The Pakistani lady, “Gulshan”, saw Him, and He spoke with
her, and she went preaching about Him in Europe. “Bilquis”, a Pakistani, was baptized
by Him and went to witness for Him in America. “Phoebe”, an Egyptian, was baptized
by Him and He Himself led her across all of Egypt, and got her to Holland where she
preaches and appears on television to this day. And we saw her while she was preaching
Christ with power since she enjoyed seeing Him and speaking with Him for many years.
And there are many thousands, other than these, who witnessed, saw, preached and are
still preaching to this day.

Indeed Christ was true in that He would not leave us orphans, for we are all
blessed with His compassionate fatherhood and brotherhood. For now, we are not
alone in this cruel world and we do not struggle alone, for He is with us. We do not
say that He is near us but, as the Apostle Paul says, “Have I not seen Jesus Christ
our Lord?”2, and “it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”3. Now we enjoy,

1 See 1 Corinthians 15:5-8.
21 Corinthians 9:1.
3 Galatians 2:20.



not only the presence of Christ with us, but also in us, suffering in our pain,
delighting in our happiness, and rejoicing our hearts in the time of hardship and
adversity.

Thus, the promise “I will not leave you orphans” was literally fulfilled by Christ,
who is more compassionate than a thousand mothers, and more able to care for and
protect us than a thousand fathers; nay, there is none like Christ in all of
motherhood or fatherhood.

For if He is truly God, then truly He is our father and mother, not only during
childhood, but up to the fullness of manhood, on earth and in heaven, in this life
and in eternal life where He is. It is rightful for the Apostle Paul to claim that it is
no longer he who lives, but Christ lives in him. And so, what is there for man to
desire in terms of support, help, protection, care and shelter? Therefore, if there is
among us a true orphan, without a father or mother, Christ adopts orphans and is
compassionate toward them, holding their hand to cross with them the void of this
world, taking them to where He is, where they delight in His joy and enjoy His
fatherhood and brotherhood to which no fatherhood, motherhood or brotherhood
can compare.

For Christ became for us a heavenly cover, protecting us from the fluctuations of
man, time and the devil. We live in His care, as He Himself said that He would
gather us under His wings as a hen protects her chicks under her wings* that is if
we were willing! And if we truly believed in Him and sought protection of Him
only. For we are the chick of the Lord, truly living under His wings, eating from
His mouth words of fullness and power, and drinking from His love “the water of
life freely”>.

And so, the Lord’s saying of “I will not leave you orphans”, is the dearest and
most compassionate of what He had said. By this saying, brethren, we measure His
love and find it not measured in hand spans but in leagues and miles, nay
throughout all the earth we will not find one who loves us His love, nor care for us
in our pilgrimage like His care. For we do not really live on earth, because Christ
turned our earth into a heaven, and our pilgrimage into a home where He is, and a
permanence, stability and firmness that lasts forever.

December 25, 2005

T

4 See Matthew 23:37.
5 Revelation 21:6.



The Church History of Eusebius
The Desire for Martyrdom

As the flame of persecution had been kindled greatly, and multitudes had gained the
crown of martyrdom, such desire for martyrdom seized the soul of Origen, although
yet a boy, that he went close to danger, springing forward and rushing to the conflict
in his eagerness. And truly the termination of his life had been very near had not the
divine and heavenly Providence, for the benefit of many, prevented his desire
through the agency of his mother. For, at first, entreating him, she begged him to
have compassion on her motherly feelings toward him; but finding, that when he had
learned that his father had been seized and imprisoned, he was set the more
resolutely, and completely carried away with his zeal for martyrdom, she hid all his
clothing, and thus compelled him to remain at home. But, as there was nothing else
that he could do, and his zeal beyond his age would not suffer him to be quiet, he
sent to his father an encouraging letter on martyrdom, in which he exhorted him,
saying, “Take heed not to change your mind on our account”.
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