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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Father Matta here continues his meditations on verses from
the Gospel of St John, with new insights and depths you
will enjoy! Note: All quotations are taken from the New
King James Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 32
“[|Judas] having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately.
And it was night. So, when he had gone out, Jesus said,
‘Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him.” ”
(John 13:30-31)

“Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him”. Thus

was the shadow of the cross for Christ, for when Judas went out from the
supper, this started the countdown to Christ’s betrayal to the hands of those who
would crucify Him. It is truly extraordinary that Christ would consider at this
moment that He is glorified, and that God is glorified in Him. Did Christ
consider the cross to be glory for Him? Yes, because on the cross, Christ fulfilled
two great tasks, the first being His triumph over Satan® to eliminate his presence
from the world, and the second being His winning the case of man whom the
devil enslaved and thrust under sin and the judgment of eternal death. Thus was
the ultimate work of the Son who the Father sent to save man and redeem him
from eternal death.

In the cross, Christ triumphed over the devil and all his helpers, and He
exposed his works that he executed against man, a scandal that led him to eternal
imprisonment that will end up in destruction. This, in and of itself, was the
greatest glorification to God and Christ, for through it was the start of salvation
for man from his enemy who perturbed humanity for thousands of years. Thus,
through the cross was the death of death and the revelation of the beginning of
everlasting life for man. And when the Son died on the cross and fulfilled unto
the end the will of the Father for the salvation of man and his redemption, the

Jr HEN JUDAS WENT ouUT of the Last Supper to betray the Lord, Christ said,

! See Colossians 2:15.



Father was glorified in the Son and by the Son, for Christ fulfilled the will of the
Father and returned to Him man reconciled after a hostility and enmity that kept
on controlling the relationship of man with God since Adam’s fall.

And so Christ was relieved the moment of Judas’ walking out to betray Christ
to the hands of those who would crucify Him. And this, the disciples did not
notice even after Christ’s proclamation that the hour of His glorification and that
of the Father who sent Him began! For the words were a divine mystery above
the level of the disciples then.

But as for us, Christ’s saying that He is glorified and God is glorified in Him
is analogous to man’s foreordained entry in the glory of Christ and the Father,
which is why this moment is considered, in the life of Christ and in the gospel, a
moment of victory for man and his entrance into a covenant of salvation and
everlasting glory.

Therefore, O discerning reader, we consider that Christ’s declaration at the
Supper to also be the beginning of man’s glory in the glory of Christ and the
Father. This declaration from Christ at this moment is considered core in the
gospel, focused in it is the end of Christ’s service on earth and the start of the
revelation of man’s portion in the kingdom of heaven. To this extent was
Christ’s anticipation for this hour throughout His life, which is why He cried out
declaring this truth while He was at the pinnacle of His feeling that the end of
His life on earth had been determined, starting the countdown to the ascension to
where He came from, to tell the Father concerning the fulfillment of the call and
to ask for reconciliation with man.

December 24, 2005
Chapter 33
“You believe in God, believe also in Me.”
(John 14:1)

came to faith in Jehovah, who is God. When Christ came, He came to take

the role of Jehovah fully, which was extremely difficult for the Jews,
especially the scribes, the Pharisees and the priests, as they could never tolerate
His talking about Himself as One who has Jehovah’s authority and more.
Because for Him to say that He is the Son of God, that is the Son of Jehovah,
they considered it blasphemy, and they sought to stone Him on various
occasions. So Christ used to defend Himself by saying that He does the works of
God, so why the stoning when He is the One able to raise the dead and heal all
sorts of sicknesses? Thus, He would ask those who took up the stones to stone

T HE JEWS were amongst the strictest and most scrupulous of people when it



Him: for which work that | have done do you stone Me? “Though you do not
believe Me, believe the works™, for the works “bear witness of Me™? that “I and
My Father are one”. Consequently, they would stop their ears and scream in His
face: 4not for a good a work, but because You “being a Man, make Yourself
God™"!l

However, here and from here on, the mystery of Christ is revealed, which is,
while being human, He Himself is God. So who would believe? The matter
surpassed their minds and their reasoning ability. And so, Christ referred to the
following verse: “You believe in God, believe also in Me”. This was extremely
difficult for their minds and their faith, because Christ relied on convincing them
through works that only God can do. Thus, they used to cry out that they do not
comprehend nor believe. For, as Isaiah says, their hearts were hardened that they
may not understand nor believe®. This matter in particular was well-known to
Christ, and the Apostle Paul agreed on it and acknowledged it, with his being
insightful concerning the mystery of Christ and God, that “not all have faith”®,
and that their minds and hearts were hardened, for God and Christ also denied
their following of Him, professing to them publicly that they are not of His
sheep, and that He knows His sheep and that they know Him. And He declared
to them that no one can come to Him “unless the Father who sent Me draws
him”’. And when He told them “You believe in God, believe also in Me”, that
was challenging to them; nevertheless, it was truth, nay the core of the truth of
Christ, for while He is Man, He Himself is the God whom God sent to the world
to witness to Him.

So, when He said, “You believe in God, believe also in Me”, this saying was
the cornerstone, or the core of the case of Christ, that no one would believe in
Him except he whom the Father called and drew to faith in Christ. For the Father
had chosen ones whom He called and drew to become disciples of Christ, to
believe in Him and to love Him. Thus, the key to faith in Christ was in the hand
of the Father, as He calls whom He wills and rejects whom He wills.

In Christ’s saying of this verse is the secret entrance to Him, that entrance
being to truly believe in God first. For if you truly believe in God, you will
surely believe in Me. Here, He opened the door to the mystery of Christ, that is

! John 10:38.

2 John 10:25.

% John 10:30.

4 John 10:33.

® See John 12:38-41; Isaiah 6:9,10.
® 2 Thessalonians 3:2.

7 John 6:44.



the Father who sent Him and who gave Him what to say and do®. Truly, and as a
matter of fact, with Christ stating this verse, He revealed and uncovered to them
that they do not believe in God, and consequently would not believe in Him. For
if they truly wanted to believe in Him, they would have to first believe in God.
For the fact and the core of the matter is that God the Father and Christ are one,
and so He who believes in the Father, believes in the Son.

December 24, 2005

8 John 12:49.
Chapter 34
“No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
(John 14:6)

likewise also no one can come to the Heavenly Father except through

Christ and in Christ. Thus, just as the Father is the key to faith in Christ, so
also Christ is the only way to the Father. This is why Christ says, “no one knows
the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and
the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him™!. The way to the Father was the
Son, and the way to the Son is the Father, which is why God the Father sent His
Only-begotten Son to the world that He may become the way to the Father and to
heaven. And the truth of the prayer which Christ taught us, “on earth as it is in
heaven™?, continues to be the message of Christ who carried heaven to us, just as
He would carry us from earth to heaven.

Truly, Christ gave us a new, spiritual life, renewing our creation to fit life in
heaven. And after earth had been our final grave, our presence in heaven, with
God the Father and Christ in the grace of eternal life, became our final and
everlasting home. And our presence on earth became a pilgrimage, which we
spend sighing and weeping until the wings of angels carry us to our heavenly and
everlasting home where there is eternal joy in the bosom of the Father.

Thus, just as Christ took us in His bosom to carry us from earth to heaven
when He ascended with us on the day of His ascension, in like manner will the
Father meet us in heaven that we may live the rest of our life everlasting in His
fatherly bosom.

How great our joy with Christ, and how great our joy with the Father. The
Son began and the Father will fulfill, as if we were a nursing infant being carried

J UST AS WHOEVER COMES TO CHRIST must be first drawn by the Father,
8

! Matthew 11:27.
2 Matthew 6:10.



from bosom to bosom. And we will not forget Christ’s call to the little children
that He took in His bosom, and when the disciples murmured as if it were not fit
that the children come to the Teacher, He rebuked them saying, “Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven™. And one time He held a child and said, “Unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven™.

We are God’s children in Spirit, we nurse from heaven’s breast, and we grow
in grace and stature to be fit for the kingdom of God.

When Christ says that no one comes to the Father except through Me, He
affirms to us that He is the heavenly ladder whose base is on earth and head in
heaven, and we would have to climb one step at a time as if on the ladder of John
of the Ladder. The winner is the one who gets to the top, where the Father meets
us to carry us in His fatherly bosom. And the steps of Christ is in discipleship to
His commandments, we climb on them like one who rises from earth to reach
heaven. For the commandments of Christ are truly a power, if they dwell in our
hearts, they ascend with us from earth to heaven. We should never forget that we
are from the dust of the earth, and dust longs for the dust, and Christ is the only
One who is able to carry us from the dust to heaven.

And when we say that dust longs for the dust, we mean the one who wastes
his time on earth eating, drinking and playing; this is the dust that ends up with
us in unforgiving judgment. For Christ has not ceased to warn us from the guile
of the serpent, which deceived Eve with the beauty of the forbidden fruit, until
she disobeyed God’s warning and stretched out her hand and took, ate and was
deprived of God and of the presence before Him. And Eve was banished with
Adam who sinned her sin, and gave us the seed of sin, curse and death as an
inheritance. Christ came and gave us life and commandments that are all for life,
and he who belittles the commandments of Christ, belittles His honor and His
love like one who blasphemes against God, thus, he would be counted a son of
Hell. And he who is ashamed of the words of Christ, Christ will be ashamed of
him before God>.

December 24, 2005

TET

% Matthew 19:14.
* Matthew 18:3.
% See Mark 8:38 and Luke 9:26.



St Basil the Great
The Holy Spirit Dwells All Whole In Everyone

As the sun shines on bodies without being diminished by the share of light
they receive in a thousand ways, the Spirit provides his grace to all without
being diminished or divided (...).

He is in heaven and he fills the earth, he is present everywhere and is not
confined anywhere. He dwells all whole in everyone and is whole with God.
He does not administer the gifts as a liturgical servant, but he dispenses his
grace from his own authority. For he dispenses it, says Paul, to each one
individually, as he wills (1 Cor 12:11). He is sent as a dispenser, but he acts
on his own authority. Let us pray that he will be present in our souls and that
at no moment does he abandon us, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom will be glory and power forever and ever. Amen!

Homily 15 on the Faith.

&K 10V ayiov BaotAeiov

Kat @womep 0 Al0g €MAGUTIOV TOIGC OWHATL Kal TOKIAwg OTT
AVTWV UETEXOUEVOS, OVOEV EAQTTOVTAL TAQA TWV HETEXOVTWV:
oUtw kat 10 Ilvebpa maot v maQ’ EavToL XAQWV TAQEXOV,
apelwtov pévetl kal adwxigeTov (...)

Tovto kat év ovpave Eotnke, KAt TNV YNV TETMANQwWKE, Kal
TIAVTAXOV TTAQEOTL, KAl 0VOAMOV Ttegteéxetat. OAov éxdotw €voukel,
kat 6Aov éoti peta tov Oeov. OV AelTOLEYIKWS OLAKOVEL TAG
dwoeag, AAAT avBevtikwe dwael T Xaplopata. AwQel Yoo,
enotv, la ékaotw, kabws PovAetal AmooTéAdetar pEv
OLKOVOULKQG, €VveQYEeL O¢ avteEovolws. Tovto magetval talc Puxaig
MUV eVEDOUEDR, KAl PNOEVA KALQOV T|UAC ATIOALUTIAVELY €V XAQLTL
oL Kvplov Nuwv Tnoov Xootov- @ 1 d0&a kat TO KQATOG €l TOUG
alwvag TV alwvwv. Apnv.

PG 31, 469-472.
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The Birthday of the Church

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place...
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1, 4).
[A painting from Stuttgart, Germany, twelfth century]
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