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(2) CopPIN, J., Les voyages en Egypte, Le Caire, 1971, p. 204; COQUIN, R.-G., &
LAFERRIERE, P.-H., "Les inscriptions pariétales de l'ancienne église du monastére de St.
Antoine dans le désert oriental”, Bulletin de I'Institut francais d'archéologie orientale 78,
(1978): pp. 266-321.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Father Matta here meditates on the Ascension of
Christ on the cross, through the words of Christ
Himself, all from the Gospel of St John. Enjoy! Note:
All quotations are taken from the New King James
Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 29
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself”
(John 12:32).

J ESUS SAID THAT concerning His ascent on the cross. In fact, this earthly lifting was a fine
P anticipation for His ascension later on to heaven. The former ascent drew all peoples to
Himself, those who believe in His cross, through which and on which He paid for man the
debt of sin which had demoted man to the ground. Christ raised him up on the cross, He
unshackled him from his bond to earth when He lifted off of him the horrifying burden of sin,
which had bound man to the dust of the earth, from which he used to live and underneath
which he used to die. And so, the status of man was: out of dust he was taken, and to dust he
was returning'. Thus, when Christ was lifted up on the cross, He lifted with Him man from
curse’s death to the life of salvation. And so, for the first time, man was freed from the
imprisonment of earth and its curse to the radiance of heaven and its light, because man was
moved with Christ from the cross to a heavenly resurrection that seated him on the right hand
of the Father. Thus, the cross became the lifting power which lifted man with Christ from earth
to heaven, and from the darkness of earth to the light of heaven. Hence, the cross’ draw was a
lifting power, raising man from the bondage of sin and its chains which tied man up around his
neck like a slave, serving the curse of sin, to the glorious liberty of the children of God who
were granted to live in heaven, not only as free, but also as kings and priests to God almighty®.

“In the cross, in the cross, be my rest, my glory,”(*) for it raised me up from the mire of sin
and dust, to communion with the Son of God in glory and His inheritance in the Father. And
however much we praise, thank and proclaim the glory of the cross, we cannot pay off its
mighty power that conquered the enemy and his powers®, cast them down to the bottomless

! Genesis 3:19.

% Revelation 1:6.

(*) Here the author gives a hint at a well known canticle in the Coptic Church.
¥ See Colossians 2:15.



pit, ripped off of Satan the control of his false power and his deadly temptations, stripped him
for his shame, and saved man from his slavery to the liberty of the children of God.

The cross, which is a tool of torture, reproach and shame, became, when it bore
Christ, more excellent than the crown of kings. And Christ made it a throne of His
divine glory. It became the core of our worship and the pride of our religion, a repose
for our souls, a light for our eyes and a banner of our victory. How truthful Christ was in
saying “When lifted up from the earth (by that meaning the cross) I will draw...” And
He will indeed draw everyone whose eyes are opened to the divine truth and who
realizes the deepest depths of the mysteries of the cross.

The cross is adorning the necks of women and men, as a pride in Him and an inspiration by
Him who was crucified on it, and it is hung on the chests of those whose chests are filled with
the grace of the mighty one as a symbol of glory that excels the insignia of kings.

The cross filled the whole world, so that the world became Christ’s after Satan claimed
possession of it throughout ages past. Through the cross, the kingdoms of the world were
seized from the grasp of the devil, and man was freed from his slavery and his oppression.

And so, what ought we to do, brethren, in return for the glory to which Christ raised
us, be it through His cross or His resurrection? For we are indebted to Christ with our
new life, our glorious faith and our joy that will not be taken from us.*

December 23, 2005

* See John 16:22.
Chapter 30
“I have come as a light into the world,

that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness”
(John 12:46).

B EFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST, the world used to live a life bound by the grasp of
11D the devil in an intellectual, spiritual and religious darkness which controlled all of
its skills and capabilities, including pagan worships that were founded on myths
and moral deviations which overtook all of man’s instincts. Then, in the midst of this
darkness, the light of Christ shone forth, calling for chastity, purity and holiness of life.
Christ supported His teachings with miracles performed among the people, including
healing all sorts of sickness, raising the dead and teachings founded on truth and
enlightened knowledge. Thus, man started discovering by himself the secrets of
creation, the foundations of the true faith, and holding unto new principles based on
worshipping God in spirit and truth. Christ raised up His apostles and disciples to
proclaim the nearing of the kingdom of God, to which Christ is calling, and to perform
wonders and miracles in the midst of the people who started waking up to the new
teachings and knowing the future of their everlasting life.
After Christ appointed His twelve apostles, who accompanied Christ throughout all
the cities of Palestine, the Lord appointed another seventy apostles to cover the needs of
the service and teaching in all the countries. And thus, the light of Christ began filling



all the limits of countries, and His teachings started to cover all of the minds and hearts.
In thel Bible’s terms, the people who were “sitting in darkness”, began to see “a great
light™".

Christ started in Galilee, which sat in darkness for many years, and from it, the
preaching of Christ and the disciples stretched out to Judea and Jerusalem. And thus,
the light of Christ covered all the countries.

When the time of the cross drew near, Christ warned them saying, “A little while
longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you™™.
It is clear from these words that Christ focused on the fact that the light is His presence
with them, and that when He is lifted, the source of continual true light will disappear
from them, and nothing will remain of Him except for His teachings and
commandments that He left for the children of man.

Thus, after the ascension of Christ, the gospel became the only source that continued
to shine with the light of Christ until we, the children of the twenty first century,
inherited it. In other words, the gospel, being this many years old, is shining with the
light of Christ, by which we are enlightened and by which we live in Christ as if He
were with us and among us, for the gospel carries to us that light that shone upon the
world from thousands of years.

Wherever the gospel is preached, the Holy Spirit comes and supports the words with
works, taking from Christ and telling us, and filling the hearts of the hearers and doers
with joy. When the person is prepared to grasp the light of the gospel, which is Christ
Himself, he becomes illuminated with the light of Christ. If he continues to live in the
light of knowledge that the gospel plants in the hearts of the learners by the Spirit, the
light becomes an enlightenment, which signifies an uncovering of the truths of life with
Christ and its mysteries. And enlightenment shines with knowledge, thus, the person
who is well-trained in the gospel becomes a source of light, for Christ Himself becomes
the One working in Him. And Christianity was established on banners of saints and
bishops that illuminated their generations, of whose light we still drink.

December 24, 2005

! Matthew 4:16
2 John 12:35
Chapter 31
“For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me
gave Me a command, what | should say and what I should speak. And |
know that His command is everlasting life”
(John 12:49-50).

'I‘/ HE DEEPEST MYSTERIES OF CHRIST are those that He uncovers here in a clear and
meticulous way. Despite our certainty that the Father and the Son are one', here

! See John 10:30.



Christ explains that He acquires His teachings that He came with to the world from
above where the Father is. This leads us to construct our teachings anew on the basis
that the Heavenly Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, and that He Himself supported all
of His teachings. Thus, what we hear from Christ is the voice of the Father that is heard
through Christ. And this indeed confirms and justifies Christ’s saying: “I and My Father
are one””. For when Christ came to our world, He did not part from the Father nor did
the Father part from Him, which is why Christ taught us in the prayer of “Our Father” to
say: “on earth as it is in heaven”®, meaning that Christ delivers to us heaven with the
Father in Him, so that man’s earth becomes a new heaven with Christ’s dwelling with
the Father in Him. This indeed is an absolutely beautiful analogy of the coming of
Christ to us from the Father, carrying the express image of His person, His voice and
His teachings, so that when our journey on earth is fulfilled and we pass on to heaven,
we would find the Father that we know in Christ to be the same in one glory and one
essence. We would live in the bosom of the Father just as Christ lives in us: “And will
declare it [Your name] to them that the love with which You loved Me may be in them,
and I in them.” This is the final mystery of the mysteries of Christ that He uncovered
for us right before the cross as the last thing He said.

And now, O dear friend, | plead unto God that He may open your inner eyes that you
may realize the depth of the mystery of the Father in Christ and the mystery of Christ in
the Father, for it is our mystery that we will live in the Father and the Son in the
everlasting life which will gather us there.

And now we understand that the whole gospel is itself the word of God which was
manifested to us in Christ, carrying to us one the most resplendent images of the
harmony of the Father with the Son, where the Father would speak the mystery in a
mysterious way, and Christ would utter the mystery and reveal it to us that we may
discover in it the Father and the Son. That is why our comprehension of the gospel is a
magnificent, divine wealth with tremendous abundance and power, because we no
longer read in it words but rather discover the essence of the Father in the Son so that
this revelation would carry us from the level of humans to the level of that which is the
Father’s and the Son’s. Thus the gospel becomes, in its reality and divine mystery, a
new divine page, teaching us the mystery of divinity in the Father and the Son at the
level of the spoken and written word.

From here we advise the reader to raise the level of bible reading to that of a
heavenly vision and looking above from where the gospel came and was written. For the
gospel came to apply the divine life that Christ lived to the life of man who had lost his
heavenly inheritance through his dissipation on earth, becoming estranged from the
heavenly, and extremely distant from his divine reality for which he was created.

Thus, the greatest commandment that could be given to man would be to return to his

2 John 10:30.
3 Matthew 6:10.
* John 17:26.



Creator and Redeemer, and to seek anew his heavenly inheritance that is kept for him at
the Father’s bosom. For without looking above, from whence comes our help®, we
remain earthly, living to die. If I could be given a heavenly trumpet with which | can
warn my brethren and beloved, my fathers and mothers, that they may not lose their
heavenly inheritance running after the world’s pleasures and amusement, for the loss is
haunting and unimaginable by anyone here, nevertheless, when one is taken and is
thrown in Hades, there will be weeping, regret and gnashing of teeth®.

On the grounds of all that, awake, you who sleep, and search for the source of your
life and its goal, for the world is a place of pilgrimage and not a home.

December 24, 2005
P

® psalms 121:1.
6 See Matthew 8:12.
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Fr Matta EI-Meskeen

On Prayer and Eternal Life

[ If you ask me about the greatest commandment mentioned in the Bible that would suit
man’s current state in this age, I would not hesitate to say, “Lay hold on eternal life, to
which [the Lord called you]”. And when the Lord calls, His would be a call that emerges
from the heart of His vocation that He came to fulfill for humanity. It is not obscure to
tell you that Christ was manifested to humanity as Eternal Life, as the Bible says (1John
5:20). We are explaining what we knew about Christ, that He came from the Father’s to
render us eligible at the end for entry to eternal life. The apostle Paul says in full
awareness, knowledge and truth that, it is no longer he who lives, but Christ lives in him;
and the life which he now lives in the flesh he lives by faith in Jesus Christ (Galatians
2:20). In other words, Christ is, by faith, our life. As for the way that Christ mapped for
us for Him to be our life, it is the glorious resurrection that He resurrected in the body; in
this way, He would have “raised us up together” (Ephesians 2:6), for we are “the body of
Christ, and members individually” (1Corinthians 12:27). And now Christ lives with the
Father and is seated on His throne at the Father’s right hand (Ephesians 1:20, 2:6), and
He gave us this life an inheritance with the Father and the Son, the same eternal life to
which Christ calls you. This call to eternal life is for us a heavenly rescue from the life of
this age where worries, illusions and going astray increased to the ultimate climax of straying
and error, to the extent that, and without exaggeration but in all truth, the one who runs with
this age and entertains himself with its leisure, is said to, not have strayed, but rather to have
written in his own handwriting his complete alienation from Christ and His call. He lives the
life of death, pleased by his choice. To this person, whoever he may be, came Christ’s call for
rescue from death and deprivation, and that is to “lay hold on eternal life, to which you were
also called”.]

An excerpt from Father Matta’s book Living with Christ, vol 4, ch 1.



St Athanasius the Great
Our Resurrection With Christ

Men no longer remain sinners and dead according to their proper affections, but
having risen according to the Word’s power, they abide ever immortal and
incorruptible. (...) We will no longer, as mere earth, return to earth, but as being knit
into the Word from heaven, we will be carded to heaven by Him. (...) As proper to
the Word, we share in eternal life. For no longer according to our former origin in
Adam do we die (...) but we rise from the earth, the curse from sin being removed,
because of Him who is in us, and who has become a curse for us. And with reason;
for as we are all from earth and die in Adam, so being regenerated from above of
water and Spirit, in the Christ we are all quickened; the flesh being no longer
earthly, but being henceforth made (knit to the) Word, by reason of God’s Word

who for our sake “became flesh”.
Against the Arians, 3, 33; NPNF, 2" Ser, Vol IV, p 412.
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Aowmtov 0¢ ol avOpwrol ovkéTt Katx Tt O madn pévovorv
AUAQTWAOL Kal VekQol, AAAX katx TV Tov Adyov dvvapwy
avaotavteg, abavatol kat apbagtol aet dwaxpévovory (...) Mnkétt
WS YN HOVN Ovteg elc ynv améABwpev, dAA’ wg t@ €€ ovpavov
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