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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

In this issue, Father Matta continues his reflections on new
verses, on believing the Son of God and worshipping Him.
Enjoy! Note: All quotations are taken from the New King
James Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 24
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

John 3:36

S SONS OF ADAM, we were all children of God’s wrath. And when

Christ came, he reconciled us with the Father' and on the cross He lifted
God’s wrath from us. Therefore, the one who believes in the Son will have, with
Him, eternal life, whereas if he does not believe the Son, who reconciled us with
the Father, the wrath of the Father will surely rest on him.

Thus, faith in Christ means reconciliation with God; whereas unbelieving
Christ implies that we remain under the wrath of God. And so, faith in Christ is a
sure necessity, not out of our goodness, but rather out of an inescapable,
imperative reality. Yet, at the same time, faith in Christ remains a grace, a gift, a
mercy and peace for man, for if he abides in the Christian faith, it is as if he
commits to the mercy of God, His grace, gift and peace. So, how great of a
commitment this is, and what excellent choice; it is as if man chooses life rather
than death, or cleaves to love, and dusts hatred off of himself.

We believe in Christ that we may have eternal life, reconciliation with God the
Father and salvation from the wrath of God on Adam and his children. And so, just
like we have experienced we relay our experience, and just as we rejoiced through
our belonging to Christ, we aim to make the reader rejoice that he may receive
what we received. For Christ, as He was described, is the treasure in the field,
which, when a man found it, he sold all his possessions and bought the field to
attain the treasure. The field is offered to you and likewise the treasure. And the
price of the field does not exceed to believe in the parable, and the value of the

! See 2 Corinthians 5:18.



treasure is worth more than the field and more than the world where the field is.

All that is on earth is vain, all that is in heaven remains, so, beloved, treasure
for yourself a treasure in heaven that does not fade. For he who uses the world is
like he who does not?, because at the end, the world will not last nor will the one
who uses it. Remaining is only for him who overcomes the world, not the one
who uses it, and victory over the world is our faith® in the One who overcame the
world for us®.

The greatest thing that Christ offered to humanity is His victory over the
world on His cross; so the greatest victory for us became the fact that we
overcome the world that Christ overcame for us.

So all of our striving is confined in avoiding the enticement of this world,
which is armed against us with the most pleasurable and lustful entertainment,
and which exalted money that it became man’s only god. And so for man to be
liberated from the world’s powerful enticement, he became in need of wisdom,
grace, understanding and patience, and weighing of all that the world offers
today with the right scale to discover how the world strives to swallow up man’s
time in an illusive rush with its entertainment, news and pleasures, hiding from
his eyes the vast vacuum that it is driving him to, while he walks, blindfolded,
not seeing anything but whatever fills his eyes, stomach and mood.

Thus, we now call for watchfulness of heart and conscience, that man may see
where God’s way is that leads to the true life which lasts forever, and that his
eyes may be opened to avoid the way of sure death hidden behind the world’s
modern entertainment and enticing pleasures, for they are truly a lurking enemy,
ready with an evil and gushing power to destroy the Christian’s desire for and
hope in eternal life.

December 22, 2005

2 5ee 1 Corinthians 7:31.
% See 1 John 5:4.
4 John 16:33.

Chapter 25
“[T]he true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him”
(John 4:23)

”O WORSHIP GOD is to offer obedience and exaltation with a contrite and
humble soul. And as much as worship is praise to God, as much as it is rest

for the soul, for the soul does not find rest except in the presence of God in true
contrition. Thus, it comes out from the presence of God charged with content-



ment and gratitude, because God is not in need of us, but rather we are the ones
in need of Him. And when Christ says that God is seeking such to worship Him
in spirit and truth, he uncovers for us where we would find our rest, since our
rest in God is the secret for our rest on earth. He who does not find his rest in
worshipping God in spirit and truth, will not find rest in the world even if he
were the wealthiest man on earth.

For we live for God, and from Him we acquire our life, our being and our
rest, and without Him, our life on earth is worthless, and we become like one of
the beasts eating and dying. Thus, worshipping God is a confession of His being
and a declaration of our being. And so, if we do not worship God, we become
like those who are not existent, and we deny God His presence. How awful of a
life that would be and how cursed of a portion.

Therefore, Christ rightly says, exhorting, that God is seeking such to worship
Him in spirit and truth. So if we do not listen to God’s request, to offer Him
worship in spirit and truth, we become like one who blasphemes against God,
and we deny His presence, and refute His goodness.

Continuous worship of God in spirit and truth is also a denouncement of Satan
who cannot stand worship of God. For that reason, Satan appeared to Christ, to
Him be glory, and asked Him to bow down to him, and the price was to give Him
“all the kingdoms of the world™, over which he rules by God’s permission, and
which He gave to him for their testing and for examining the extent of their
faithfulness to God. But Christ’s direct answer was, “You shall worship the LORD
your God, and Him only you shall serve.”® Thus, bowing down to God is
worshipping God, and worshipping God is a denouncement of the devil’s
authority. This is why man’s most joyful time is that which he spends in adoration
of God and worshipping Him. And the secret behind this is that we acquire our
being, life and happiness from God, not only every day, but every hour.

How awesome is the moment in a person’s life when the deacons cry out in
the church, “Worship God!!!”, for this moment is the core of our worship and the
pulse of our true life. We get up from this worship breathing God and embracing
the remainder of the liturgy as if we were in heaven.

We read in the Paradise of the Fathers about the hermits in the caves, that they
used and still find in relentless prostrations the secret to their life, happiness and
delight. They spend their night and day watching and worshipping until the
slumber of death overtakes them.

Our fathers and mothers were so devoted to worshipping God, and we

! Matthew 4:8, 9.
2 Luke 4:8.



received from them the secret to the adoration and worship of God in spirit and
truth. So, may Christ’s call, that God is seeking those who worship Him in spirit
and truth, be our message to you, oh joyful reader, in these days in which the
secret to worship in spirit and truth has been erased.

December 22, 2005
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Father I\X/Iatta El-Meskeen
ON SALVATION

We are holding and clinging on, not to an idea or a principle, but to a power Christ
created by his death and a power Christ created by his resurrection. The first gave us
total redemption from death and sin. The second gave us eternal life and exalted our
nature. This power is not far from us but exists within us, because we are partners in it.
We died with Christ and rose with Him. For He died for us and rose for us. With the
power of death we descended to the abyss and fulfilled the ultimate punishment of the
sentence passed on us as sinners and transgressors. With the power of the resurrection
we rose from hell and the abyss and even soared above the earth itself, to the realm of
God—there to live with God in Christ. God caused us to be raised with Christ and gave
us all that is Christ’s and all Christ’s deeds. Both the power of death and the power of
the resurrection have become within us, a fact which we feel and know every day. It is
not a temporal event that has been fulfilled once and for all and has become part of the
past, for he who died for us and in whom we died is the Son of God. The temporal event
became in him absolutely eternal. The death he died started in us a process of
sanctification and moreover set us free for ever from sin and death. We rose and our
resurrection also became eternal. We are [both] dead and raised up in Christ: “For Your
sake we are killed all day long” (Romans 8:36). Consequently for Your sake we are
being raised up every day.

The temporal event was transformed into spiritual action, and a power we live by.
The temporal event was transformed into a spiritual act, and the spiritual act is a power
that surpasses the flesh, time and matter. This is the mystery of Christ’s incarnation, that
he should fulfill in the flesh the temporal act needed for our salvation, which is death.
But his death changed from a temporal to a spiritual act. It became a power that entered
into us and which we entered into. So [this power] belongs to us and we to it.

We therefore say that we were saved with complete effectiveness, meeting every
criteria in the past, in the present, ... the future and all eternity. We practice this
salvation and live it out; we hold on to it [firmly]. No power in existence can shatch it
away from our hearts or souls, because we are still living with Christ in his death and in
his resurrection.

(Excerpt from a Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians).
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St John Chrysostom
No place for despair

Is it possible for one to repent and be saved? It is absolutely and most
certainly the case. What, though if 1 have wasted all my life in sins and then
repent: will | be saved? Yes, indeed! [...] If it were only up to repentance,
then assuredly be afraid. However, since repentance is mixed together with
the philanthropy of God, take courage. For God’s philanthropy is
immeasurable, nor can any word provide the measure of his goodness [...]
Your wickedness, whatever it may be, is human wickedness; but God’s
philanthropy is ineffable. Have courage because it surpasses your
wickedness. Just think of one spark that fell into the sea; could it stand or be
seen? What one spark is in comparison to the sea, so wickedness is before
the philanthropy of God; not even this much, but much more so. For the sea,
even though it is vast, has limits; but God’s philanthropy is unlimited.
On Repentance and Almsgiving, Hom. V1lI,
tr. G. G. Christo, FC 96, p. 112-113

&x Tov ayiov lwavvov tov XpvoooTopov
Metavonjoavtia cwbnvay Kat mavv éve. Ilavta tov Plov év
apagtialg diétoupa, kal éav petavonow, owlopay Iavu [...] Ei 1
HeTAVOLX MOV MV, €lKOTws E@oPov: €meldr] d¢ T HeTavoin
kepdvvutal Oeov plavOpwTia, 0agder Beov Yo pAavOowTiag
HéTooV oLk €0Ty, 00O Adyw EounvevOnval dvvatat avtoL M
aya0otng [...] H on) kakia ola éav 1), dvOowmtivn oti kaxia, 1) O¢
o0 oL pLAavOpwTa dpatog: kat 0&oQel, dtL megrytvetal oov
¢ kakiag. Evvonoov omvOnoa eic méAayog eumecovIar M)
dvvatar otvar 1) @avivay ‘Ocov omvOne meog méAayog,
TOOOVTOV Kakior mEOg v toL BOov @AavOowmiav: paAdov de
0Vd¢ TOo0LTOV, AAAX TIOAAQ mAéov. TO pev yoao méAayog, Kav
HEyan), HéTEOV €xel 1) O& TOoL Oe0L PLAaVOQWTIX ATtEQLOQLOTOG.
PG 49, 337
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“Arise, take up thy bed and walk” (Mark 2:9).

Painting on wood by a Flemish artist Jan van Hemessen (c. 1500-1566).
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