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(4) The City of God, Book XV, ch. 20.
(5) Sources Chr. 33. 62.
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(7) The Holy Spirit, 3: 21.
(8) ANF, Vol. vii, p. 359.
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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

In this issue, Father Matta reflects on verses of the
Gospel of Matthew, specially the Sermon on the
Mount. Enjoy! Note: All quotations are taken from the
New King James Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 16

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”
(Matthew 5:6)

A S FOR HUNGER, we know, but thirsting for righteousness is a new term for us. So
what is hunger and what is thirsting for righteousness? The person to whom heaven’s
glories were manifested knows it, thus he struggles all his life to gain his portion that is open in
Christ’s account. So he sat with himself and reevaluated his account in the world and he found
it to be absolutely unprofitable at the end. So, he said within himself, ‘Food perishes, and thirst
remains, we drank as much as we desired from the water of the world, from which anyone
who drinks “thirsts again™’. Thus, he set up his account with Christ and measured hunger in
the world to find it ending in hunger and thirst generating thirst. And when he opened the Bible
and was acquainted with the mystery of eternal life, he discovered that hunger for it creates
fullness which increases unto abundance, and thirsting for eternal life creates quenching that
overflows since it is living water and is alive at all times. Thus, he who found the mystery of
hunger and thirst for righteousness resolves to continue hungering and thirsting until God has
compassion on him and feeds him from the food of truth that never leads to hunger, giving him
drink from the living water freely, and finally he triumphs by unfastening the seal of the verse
above, for its mystery is great.

He who hungers for the sake of God finds in the Bible the mystery of fullness and in
its divine mysteries the secret of quenching. He will not need someone from whom he
can buy to fill his hunger neither will he need him who sells him water, for God
guarantees his food and drink for free.

And thus my friend, who hungers for the sake of God and who thirsts for righteousness’
sake, take joy in the blessedness that God offered you that you may increase in hunger and
thirst for Him. For he who hungers for God eats up the Bible?, and the more he eats the
hungrier for it he becomes. And for him who thirsts for righteousness, every time he gives

1 John 4:13.
2 See Jeremiah 15:16.



up what is his and distributes his fruit, he thirsts the more for sacrificing and giving. And so
when he pursues righteousness further, he gets filled with the knowledge of God to the
ultimate fullness.

Striving in righteousness is joy to the man who fixed his face upward. And he who in
giving is mad in the eyes of people is he who will win the prize (that is the wage and
reward) and enter into the joy of his Master.

If we knew the mystery of hunger and thirst for righteousness, who then would not
hunger and thirst every day and every hour if this would create hunger and quenching
from the hand of God? Beloved, our trade is hunger and thirst for righteousness’ sake,
and so he who desires to follow us has to truly hunger and thirst for the truth, that God
may take charge of filling him and quenching his thirst. For we hungered indeed and
thirsted indeed thus we were filled indeed and quenched indeed. For we speak from
experience, telling a life story. If you like it my friend, walk in our way and be filled
with our experience, for we tell the truth and witness for the truth, and the blessedness
awaits you.

December 20, 2005
Chapter 17

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”
(Matthew 5:8)

”HE PURE IN HEART hold a spiritual simplicity reflected on their hearts adding to
them transparency. The pure in heart have a spirit humble and simple like a child,
not acquired from pretentious morals but rather it is qualities that God gives as a new
nature to the humble and loving person who drank from the river of God’s grace. And
purity of heart is a quality of those who were filled from looking unto God. For that we
hear the Lord Christ, who appeared to Phoebe the convert, say to her when she feared
and was troubled from those who were after her to destroy her, “Look at Me, look at
Me”, not the look of the eye but rather the look of the heart, that which Moses fulfilled
through God’s command to make a bronze serpent to raise on a post, that whoever looks
at it, of those whom the serpent bit, may be instantly healed. This was a foreshadow for
that which was yet to come in regards to Christ and Satan, the old serpent, who was a
murderer from the beginning®. Thus, everyone who looks unto Christ in spirit and truth
is healed from pursuit of his enemies.

Likewise, the hearts of those who look with their hearts through the spirit unto Christ
are healed from all deceit or corruption and are cleansed and cleared like light. This is
because through constantly gazing unto Christ in His Bible and His comforting
commandments, the eyes of the hearts are enlightened and purified from the world’s
blemishes which render turbid the purity of heart and spirit. And from the constant gaze
at Christ, the eyes pierce the clouds of darkness which strike the hearts due to hearing

! See John 3:14, 8:44.



the uncleanness of the world and looking at it in the television and in pictures that cross
the lines of morality, those which clog up the windows of grace and blind the eyes of the
saints.

Thus, purity of heart nowadays is a rare trade, enjoyed only by those who fasted from
the world and its pleasures. Blessed are those beloved ones who removed televisions
from their homes, and prepared for their chosen children opportunities for holiness, out
of mercy for their future that is to be. | know a noble lady, who is considered from the
saints, who kept on pleading with her husband to get rid of the television which
distracted the children from God, purity as well as from studying. He finally heeded her,
took the television and left it on the pavement, and then he stood with his wife to watch
its destiny. Many passed by, wondering about it. And finally came one and took the
television and ran, looking around himself nervously, which made this noble lady clap
with her hands, thanking God and her husband. And the family lived in the fear of God,
and the children were raised on righteousness.

Oh that the children of God would heed me today and get rid of this moral plague
that corrupts the souls and the hearts. And if the family has not yet bought this disaster,
would that it not buy with its own hands the ruin of its children’s morals, if not also the
adults’.

The world today and its ruler have entered all households, ruining the hearts of the
little ones who are the treasure of the church, and they lost their portion in Christ’s
inheritance and His joyful communion.

It is very sufficient to have the hope of Christ that is “Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall see God.” Do we still watch the television or do we see God? Judge for
yourselves a just judgment and do not disappoint Christ, bringing upon yourselves
deprivation from the kingdom of God and sight of the everlasting life in God’s happy
kingdom.

December 20, 2005
Chapter 18

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you,
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you”
(Matthew 5:11, 12)

”HE NAME OF CHRIST, and those who worship the owner of the Name, became
extremely burdensome for some people, and completely unknown even to some who
religiously practice falsely and insincerely. Thus, Christians who carry this name are being
reproached for this name and rejected. Very well; nevertheless, the name of Christ
overshadows with its shade everyone who loves Him and those whom He loves; and they
realized that it is their duty to worship Him in spirit and truth. Thus, He became to them an
aid in distress and a helper in tribulation, so they loved Him more than any other; even their



lives they put down as a pledge of their genuine love to Him, hoping for Him to love them
according to His promise, because He said, “He who loves Me...I will love him and
manifest Myself to him™*, that is He would be manifested to them with all His mysteries.

Thus, the shame of Christ’s name became to them a twofold profit, and they derided
every pursuit considering it profit for their journey toward their better heavenly home.
Thus, persecution entered into the core of their journey through the world for an early
attainment of their goal, for they were born under this Name and lived hoping to reach it
under any conditions. For it is enough that they reach it, seen off by the world with
oppression under a heavy shower of evil words for the sake of this Name, by hate to
them and to Him; whereas truth denies that and truthfulness is contrary to it. For it is
impossible to hide the light of Christ under the bushel of the world or under the bed of
slumber to a crying divine reality. And those who were called by His name received an
abundant portion of His light and lit the world with His light and their light. And the
light of Christ, and the light of those who are called by His name, was the one and only
truth that the world would gain from that Name and from those called by it.

Thus, Christ says to rejoice with what you were mocked for, and be exceedingly glad
with what hurt you in the world, for great is your reward in heaven, greater than the
world and all that is in it. This is not something new for the world which sent off the
prophets before you with persecution. For it is told in the Old Testament about a prophet
considered a hero of prophets, Amos, who lived in Israel’s Northern Kingdom, who kept
on prophesying against the nation and its king with destruction and ruin. Consequently,
the priest of Israel, who was overseer of its capital, called him and threatened him, for
his words were too heavy for their ears, and commanded him to get out of Israel and go
to the Kingdom of Judah in the South and prophesy there. So Amos answered him and
said, “I was no prophet, nor was I a son of a prophet...[but] the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to My people Israel’”?. Thus, Amos the prophet became a leader of prophets
persecuted for saying the truth.

What is the crime of one who is called by the name of Christ in order for him to enter
under the clause of persecuted prophets, even though no word has come out of our
mouth that can be held against us? We are those who loved their enemies, who blessed
those who cursed them and prayed for those who spitefully used them and persecuted
them. And we will keep on praying for all of those, every day and every hour, until the
hour comes.
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1 John 14:21.
2 Amos 7:14,15.



St Athanasius the Great
Why did the Word of God come to our realm?

For this purpose, then, the incorporeal and incorruptible and immaterial Word of
God comes to our realm, [...] He comes, condescending towards us in his love
for human beings and his manifestation. For seeing the rational race perishing,
and death reigning over them through corruption [...] and seeing the excessive
wickedness of human beings, that they gradually increased to it an intolerable
pitch against themselves; and seeing the liability of all human beings to death—
having mercy upon our race, and having pity upon our weakness, and
condescending to our corruption, [...] he takes for Himself a body and that not
foreign to our own [...] Although being himself powerful and the creator of the
universe, he prepared for himself in the Virgin the body as a temple, and made it
his own, as an instrument, making himself known and dwelling in it.

On the Incarnation of the Word, 88, 1-3,
tr. John Behr, SVSP, 2011, pp. 65-67.

éx T00 dryiov ABavaciov émioxonov AdeEavdpeiac

Tovtov d1) évekev 6 aowuatog katl apOaptog kat diAog tod Bcov Adyog
nagayivetal eig v Nuetégav xwoay, [...] magayivetat ovykatafaivwv
m elg Mfuag avtov elavlowmia kat Emupaveia. WOwv TO Aoyov
ATOAAVpEVOV YEVOG, Kal TOV Bavatov kat' avtawv Bactlevovia ) @Booa:
[...] dowv d¢ kal Vv TV avlpwnwv vregPaAlovoav kakiav, 6Tt kat'
OAlyov kal agogntov avt)v nvénoav kab' éavtwv: 6Qov d¢ Kal To
vmevBuvvov MAvVTWV AvOEWTIWV TEOS TOV Bdvatov, €Aenoag TO Yévog
MUV, Kal v aofévexv NpOV olktelpnoas, kal T @BOooa MUV
ovykatafac, [...] Aappdavet éavte oopa, kat To0TO 0UK AAAGTOLOV TOD
NUeTéQoL [...] AUTOG YaQ duvatoc wv Kat dMULOVEYOS TV OAwv, &v TN
napfévew kataokevdlel £avt® VAoV TO OWHA, KAl OOTOLEITAL TOVUTO
WOTEQ BQYAVOV, €V aUTQ YVWOLLOHEVOS KAl EVOLK@V.

SC 199, 1973, pp. 288-292.
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The Holy Virgin with her Divine Child
And the Prophet Isaiah holding his Prophecy about the Virgin’s birth

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Is 7:14 KJV).
“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” (2Cor 5:19 NKJV).

[The church of the Moldovita Monastery, Romania, fresco dating from AD 1537]
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