St Cyril the Great
The Divine Seed

As Jeremiah says: Break up anew your fallow ground, and sow not upon thorns (Jer.
4:3). Therefore, that the divine seed may germinate in us, let us first drive forth from
our minds all worldly cares.

They are rich and fruitful soil who yield fruit a hundredfold; and good and
beautiful are the souls that take deeply into themselves the seeds of the Word, and
keep them, and tend them with care. Of these it may be said, as was said by the Lord
by the mouth of one of the prophets: And all nations shall call you blessed: for you
shall be a delightful land (Mal 3:12). For when the divine word falls upon a soul
purified of the things that afflicted it, then it takes deep root, and comes forth as an
ear of corn, and yields fruit abundantly.

On Luke 8:9; transl. M. F. Toal,
in Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, Vol. I, p. 399.

éx Tov ‘Ayiov KvpiAddov
KaBa ¢pnow Tepepiag, "Newoate totvuv avTolg VEOUATA, KAl Un
omelonte €v akavOaic." Ovkovv tva 0 Oelog MLV €EavOnon omoog
TIEOATIOBAAWUEV TIG EXVTWV dAVOLAG HEQLUVAS KOOUIKAG.

Ein & av yn mlwv kat e0TOKOG, TOLOLOX KAQTIOV EKATOVTO-
nAacilova, Ppoxatl kadal te kat dyadai, eig faBog dexopeval tx ToL
Adyov omépuata, kal katéxovoal kKat yevvailws toépovoat. ITeot
TV TOLOVTWV AV AE€YOLTO Kal HAAa dikalwg, TO L' €VOg TV aylwv
npoPnTV elgnuévov mapa Oeov: "Kal pakagovowy DHag mavta
tx £0vn, dotL €yéveoOe vuelg yn OeAnm." ‘Otav yao eig voov
KaOapov TV apevoxAely elwbotwv Oelog toté Adyog katevex o),
tote dldwotL Pilav el Baboc, kal aotdyvog diknv Emmnda, kal
teAeoPogelTal KAAWG.

PG 72, 625-628.
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